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TODAY’S PROGRAM   ~  January 18
Club Business

New Member InducƟ ons / Classifi caƟ on Talks

NEXT WEEK  ~  January 25
MaƩ  Kane

Sponsoring a Ukranian family in the US

CLUB MEETING ~ January 11, 2024
Minutes by Michael G. Louis

Carol Hanson and Jeff  Fullerton  greeted us at Check-in.

Call to Order by President Rich Murray
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by 
Catherine Friedman
InvocaƟ on by Capt. Jesus Corraliza

GUESTS
Michael Louis introduced Ed SƟ llman who 
is being inducted next week.
Mark Lucas is a visitor from England who is in the queue.

BIRTHDAY
Michelle Venema wished KaƟ e MarƟ n a happy birthday.

PRESENTATION
SalvaƟ on Army Capt. Jesus 
Corraliza presented club  Bell 
Ringing Chair KaƟ e MarƟ n
with a cerƟ fi cate marking 
20 years of West Chester 
Rotary’s support of their Red 
KeƩ le program.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Rich reminded everyone that the meeƟ ng next week is at 
the Chester County Bar AssociaƟ on, 15 West Gay Street, o 
the third fl oor.
The Community Warehouse Project Volunteer Day is 
Saturday, January 20 from 9:00-12:00.

... conƟ nued next page

PROGRAM
Hugh Bleemer

Chester County Community FoundaƟ on

Hugh Bleemer presented the Community FoundaƟ on’s “Get 
on Board Chesco” program. Our club is now sending mem-
bers to it. It was launched in the fourth quarter of 2022.  
Karen Simmons has led the FoundaƟ on since 2021 and 
there are 450 non-profi ts in Chester County with about 
4,500 people serving on the boards. Karen wanted a pro-
gram to get more people involved in boards. The objecƟ ve 
is to recruit, train and mentor residents of Chester County 
who have never served on a non-profi t to be acƟ ve com-
miƩ ee members of Chester County non-profi ts and maybe 
graduate from a commiƩ ee to being on a board.  
The goals are to graduate 20-50 people per year from the 
program. In addiƟ on, they would like to create awareness 
amongst Chester County non-profi ts that the Community 
FoundaƟ on can provide them with volunteers. Last year, 25-
30 people got placed by CCCF.  They are trying to idenƟ fy 
talent, train them and place them in Chester County NPO’s.  
They want to provide each parƟ cipant with a volunteer ex-
perienced coach who stays with the candidate through the 
fi rst couple of months.  

... conƟ nued next page



BOARD of DIRECTORS 2023-2024
President   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Rich Murray
President-Elect  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Catherine Friedman
Vice President   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Kyle Rheiner
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Diana Liberi
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sue Casso Rogers
Sergeant-at-Arms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Bob Rogers
Immediate Past President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Melissa Baxter
Directors-at-Large . . . . . . . . . Phil Bieg, Rita Brouwer-Ancher,

Jeff  Cantwell, Jack Ellis, Mike Louis, Doug Meis,
Chris ScoƩ , Jeff  Spencer, Dave Wood

District Governor, District 7450 . . . . . . . . . . Renee DeCoskey
P. D.G. ’13-14 District 7450. . . . . . . . . Charles Streitwieser 
P.D.G. ’12-13 District 7510 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dwight Leeper 

HOW TO GET IN TOUCH 
Votary CommiƩ ee:  Anne Driscoll, Joe Driscoll, Brian Fahey, 

Gary Hess, Randy Lindel, Mike Louis, Kyle Rheiner
Photography: SuzeƩ e Webb, Jeff  Cantwell

Votary@westchesterrotary.us 
Webmaster@westchesterrotary.us 

Web support: Mark Sammarone, Randy Lindel,  
Howard Sundwall

Announcements conƟ nued
Mac Neilon is running the Super Bowl Pool again at $25.00 
a square. You can Venmo Mac the money @mac-neilon.
Ad Hoc Fundraising CommiƩ ee. It is the recommendaƟ on 
of the CommiƩ ee to end our running of the Chili Cookoff .  
This will be decided next Wednesday at the board meeƟ ng. 
All club members  are invited to aƩ end but let Rich know in 
advance if you would like to come.
Paul Sookasian is in Armenia helping the needy.

PAUL HARRIS AWARDS
Club FoundaƟ on Chairs Gary Hess and 
Jim Gasho presented Rotary Founda-
Ɵ on Paul Harris Fellow awards to Bill 
Friedmann plus one, Rich Murray plus 
two, ChrisƟ ne McCawley plus two, Mark 
Sammarone plus two, Bob Rogers plus 
four, Jim Gasho plus six, and Sue Casso 
Rogers plus seven. [Ed. note: Paul Harris awards are giving 
for each thosand dollars members contribute to the Foun-
daƟ on Annual Fund.]

HAPPY BUCKS
Jeff  Cantwell gave $10 to plug the 
new movie  Billion Dollar Babies 
about the Cabbage Patch Doll craze.  
In the movie was a picture of his 
beauƟ ful daughter as a young girl.
Carol Hanson is happy because Vista 
Today had an arƟ cle on the Commu-
nity Warehouse Project.

50-50  ~  no 50-50 this week. Pot sƟ ll is $300.

Community FoundaƟ on conƟ nued
Our own Michael Karwic is a past president of CCCF and 
a volunteer coach.  It is only a one hour a month commit-
ment to be a coach. There are 100 candidates. The Com-
munity FoundaƟ on interviews them and recommends four 
to nine non-profi ts by trying to connect the candidate’s 
interest with the mission, geography and fi t of the NPO’s.  
Stephanie Stevens from CCCF and Hugh do the interviews 
themselves. They run Zoom calls every other Monday.   The 
non-profi ts can call in and ask quesƟ ons. They also have 
workshops on fundraising, markeƟ ng and fi nances. They 
usually join a non-profi t in about four months. The CCCF is 
looking for candidates and coaches. There is no cost for the 
program. 


