
MINUTES from 6-6-19 by Charles Streitwieser 

 
Visiting Rotarians: Jim Horn from the Rotary Club of 
Longwood. 

Guests: Arlene Adam (proposed member from 
the Cocoa Factory), Brian Elliott, Paul Dougherty, 
Megan Van Riet (Achieve and Believe Foundation), 

and Rob Fisher – from Rob Feenan’s audit group 

Sue Casso Rogers will participate in a fun – 
raiser to benefit The Hickman called the “Guest 
Bartender” event.  She will be at the Ram’s Head Bar 
and Grill on Walnut & Market Streets at around 8pm 

on June 19th.  Other guest bar tenders will be Brad 

Abel, Katie Martin and other Rotarians.  All tips will 
benefit The Hickman. 

Saturday, June 15th will be our West Chester 
Rotary Service Day at the Community Warehouse 

Project in Downingtown.  Contact Jeannie McGinn 
for questions about donations accepted. 

John Schwab showed off a 4-liter Beer Stein 
which will be auctioned at our Presidential Gala next 
Thursday evening June 13th at the Chester County 
Bar Association. 

Matt Holliday solicited applications for the 
Leadership Chester County scholarship grant our 
club is offering for any club member to attend this 
eight month long non-profit board service training 

program.  Our current recipient, Kyle Rheiner, is our 

most recent graduate!  Email John Schwab or Matt 

Holliday if you would like to be nominated. 

Steve Quigley announced our annual club 
golf outing at the Downingtown Country Club on June 
24th.  The cost is $45 and there are 24 spots 
available.  Fee includes drinks and food! 

Sue Casso Rogers is looking for one more 
volunteer to support Alex’s Lemonade Stand on 
Tuesday evening, June 25th from 7 – 9 pm. 

The Pulled Pork Throwdown will be held at 

Deb Sparre’s house in lieu of our regular meeting on 

June 20th.  $15 is requested and will go to support 
Alex’s Lemonade Stand. 

The District Governor’s installation will be 
June 20th at the American Helicopter Museum and 
Education Center at 6pm.  Rotarian Peter Mardinly 
will be installed as the next DG! 

 

SPEAKERS REVIEW from 6-6-19  

by Danielle Mortimer 

 

Last Thursday, we had the pleasure of hearing Nick 

Branton’s Classification Talk. 
Nick was born in Delaware County and raised 

in the town of Exton.  He loves the area and couldn’t 
ask for a better place to live.  While attending Bishop 
Shanahan High School, Nick was very active in 
sports.  After participating in baseball and basketball, 
he realized that he liked contact sports the best – it 
provided him with an outlet for stress and anger!  He 
excelled in football – his accomplishments include the 
winning touchdown for the 1st ChesMont league 
victory, being the 1st recipient of “Player of the Week”, 
and holding the single game rushing record.  Nick 
forged friendships in his school years that continue to 
this day – even though this core group of friends have 
spread out over the country, they still visit with each 
other when they can. 

Out of high school, Nick attended Hofstra 
University in New York, drawn in by the facts that it 
was 30 minutes from Manhattan and 10 minutes from 
the beach.  After realizing that the school was too 
expensive, he came back to his roots and attended 
West Chester University and Delaware County 
Community College.  Of the three schools that he 
attended, he found that DCCC had the most 
dedicated professors who were there not for the 
money, but to educate and nurture their students.  He 
highly recommends that anyone considering a college 
education to begin with community college.   
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Nick opted for life experience over college and 
has traveled to both France and Italy and has hiked 
the Appalachian Trail without a map!  He has held a 
variety of jobs including bartending, construction, and 
landscaping.  The experience of a lifetime awaited 
him when a friend recommended a career in 
maritime, which led him to getting his boating license 
and taking a job in Florida as an engineering 
assistant on a day’s notice!  While he enjoyed doing 
this, a wise man advised him that this is not the 
career for him if having a family is something that he 
wanted in his future.  Being away for 90% of the time 
wasn’t appealing to Nick so he had to decide what he 
wanted to do. 

Through a connection with one of his friends, 
Nick was able to interview with Swope Lees 
Commercial Real Estate.  During the interview, he 
was asked if he could survive at least 3-4 years 
without a living wage.  When he agreed that he could, 
he was advised to get his real estate license and then 
come back.  He did just that and now has been 
working for Swope Lees for 4 years now and he 
couldn’t be any happier with this decision to go into 
commercial real estate. 

 

NEW MEMBER 

 
The following individual has been proposed for 
membership and has indicated his/her desire to 
become a member: 

Arlene Adam: Independent Founding Curator at the 
Cocoa Exchange; Classification - Food Curator 

           Sponsored by Jeannie McGinn 
If no written objections are received by the Club 
Secretary within three (3) days of this notice a date 
will be set for his/her induction. 
 

 
 

PULLED PORK WINNER 

 

Congratulations to Arlene Adam for winning First 

Prize of the Pulled Pork Contest.  
We thank all our chefs who provided their 

Pulled Pork specialties and for the chefs who 
provided the accompanying “prize-winning” dishes.  

Thank you, Deb and Rob Sparre, for hosting 
this event at your lovely homestead! 

 

THANK YOU 
Copies of the Votary are provided today by 

Melissa Baxter of  
Domestic Violence Center of Chester County 

 

GALA AUCTION RESULTS 
Your donations and purchases gave the auction 
another successful year. It raised a total of $5,225 
which will be used to fund club operations.  Lynn 
Childs and Glen Sweet extend a hearty thanks to all 
who participated. 

 

COMMUNITY WAREHOUSE PROJECT 
Our next volunteer workday for the Community 
Warehouse Project will be Saturday, July 20, 
between the hours of 9 and 2. If you have a truck 
and/or are willing to help with furniture pickups and 
drop offs please let me know! To sign up, click. 
 www.volunteersignup.org/YQEL7 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
July 15  Rotary @ the Blue Rocks 
July 20  Warehouse Project 
Oct 13  Chili Cook Off 

Check out the Rotary Calendar of events at 
http://www.westchesterrotary.us/clubcalendar.htm 

Add events: calendar@westchesterrotary.us 
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HOW TO GET IN TOUCH 
Votary Committee: Chair, Faith Woodward, 610-918-
3432; Votary@westchesterrotary.us Web support: 
Judi Bell and Howard Sundwall. 
 Webmaster@WestChesterRotary.us Committee: Pat 
Barron, Brian Fahey, Gary Hess, Fran Luft, Danielle 
Mortimer, Cathy Palmquist, Kyle Rheiner, Patty Roos, 
Charles Streitwieser, Winnie Stroup 
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