16th. December 2014

Week 24

SPEAKERS

Date

Speaker

Subject

th

Tue 16 . Dec
Normal time 6:00 for 6:30 pm

Xmas Party
No
meeting

Tue 23rd & 30th. Dec

Speaker Host

Xmas break

DOOR DUTY ROSTER
Date

Attendance 1

th

Not required

Tue 16 . Dec

Attendance 2

CONGRATULATIONS DUE THIS WEEK

Birthdays

Anniversaries

Inductions

LAST WEEKS MEETING

MEETING INCOME
ATTENDANCE
Broadbeach Rotarians

22

2 Honorary Members (Uwe
Seifert & Ian Cowen)

2

Fines $26.00

1 Visiting Rotarian (Phil
Guerin, Nerang)

1

Copper Pot $14.50

1 Members Guest (Eddie
Demko, Guest of Frank
Adorjan)

1

1 Guest Speaker (DG
Nominee Michael Irving,
Southport)

1

Sausage Sizzle
Sausage Sizzle Bunnings Thursday 04/12 $586.00
Sausage Sizzle Bunnings Friday 05/12 $701.55
Car Boot Sale Sunday 07/12 $190.00
TRF Centurion/EREY contributions $150.00
Prepayments for Xmas Party 16 December 40 @ $30.
With 70 registered including 2 guests of the club, 28 are
yet to be paid
Please pay next week (9/12/2014) or deposit direct to
Bank (Admin Account BSB 034637 A/c No. 201534)

TOTAL

27

It has been another good week in the best Club in District 9640.
Vice President Bill Rex was in the chair last Tuesday as President John attended another
commitment at the Valuers Registration Board of Queensland
We all had a relaxing night on Tuesday and heard a short presentation from David O’Dwyer
as our “man behind the badge”.
Acting Corporal Kevin O’Brien did his usual great job boosting our admin account by $26.
As anticipated, our guest speaker, DGN Michael Irving, presented a fascinating insight into
“Living with Islam, lessons for Australia”. His knowledge of the Middle East, gained from
some years of local knowledge during his role as the Vice Chancellor of the Sohar private
University- enabled him to educate us on many aspects of how things there differ from our
way of life in Australia. (see below for our weekly Scribe report).
The Carrara Car Boot sale was held again last Sunday. As it turned out the weather was
very threatening and only 19 hardy vendors turned up on the day and a few of us ended up
going home somewhat dampened by some very heavy downpours before closing time.
We now have an official invitation from our New Zealand Sister Club of Tauranga to their
70th Anniversary along with Kasaoka Club in Japan on 14-15 March 2015. It is also the 22nd.
year of our 3 sister clubs agreement. Please mark your diaries for this celebration and I
thank PP Chris Thomsen who has volunteered to organise our trip. Chris also created the
original 3 way Club agreement.
Pauline’s Committee is well on the way organising a Rotary Day on 22nd February next year
at the Eagles Grounds in Southport, which is now a District Event. The latest news is that the
committee have decided that the day will be an official challenge to the world record for a
mobility scooter meet up. More details will be advised asap.
It’s now only a few days to go for the Romac Movie Night on Monday 15th. December at the
Gold Coast Arts Centre with tickets at $20 per person and screening “The Good Lie” with
Reece Witherspoon. Looks like a great night and there are some tickets still available. See
Brian for bookings and payment, or even turn up on the night with your cash & you may well
be OK.
There is a Rotary Friendship Exchange going in Milan Italy 15-25 September 2015. I have
the details if anyone is interested in applying.
Nominations for District Governor for the 2017/2018 year are now open and nominations
close 13/02/15 to DG Wendy. I have an application form should anyone be interested.

Thank you to all members who work tirelessly on our Projects and running of the Club in
General.
Thank you also to the sausage sizzlers and car boot salers last week for a well done job
raising nearly $1500 for the week.
Have a good week and we are all looking forward to wrapping up a great 6 months at
Tuesday’s Christmas party.
Hoo Roo
John

(and asst. ed. Jim)

Rotary Friendship Exchange District 9640/District 5550 Canada
Home Hosts Required
Broadbeach will be hosting the Team from Canada comprising 5 Rotarian couples from
Saturday 28 February 2015 to Tuesday 3 March 2015 inclusive.
Part of our Club commitment is to provide home hosting for the five Canadian couples
for the four nights.
At this stage we have only two volunteer hosts and still require a further 3 members to
host a Rotarian couple over this period.
This is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy some international fellowship and develop an
everlasting friendship with fellow Rotarians.
Please contact Neil Jones for further information.
Neil Jones
Treasurer
Telephone: +61 7 5570 1971 (Home).
Mobile: 0418 663740
Email: njon8522@bigpond.net.au
Hi Presidents, Secretaries & AG’s (FYI) please see the attached invitation to participate in a
Rotary Friendship Exchange to Milan during September 2015. If you or any of your
members are interested, please reply directly to Reg Norvill on tel: 0427 943 678 email :
regn@ozemail.com.au Our webmaster Teresa will be putting the information on our
District website also. This looks like a fantastic exchange as it will be at the same time as
their World Expo. YIR, Sue Dist. Sec

Rotary Friendship Exchange (RFE) to Rotary District 2041 Milan Italy in September 2015
Would you like to enjoy the hospitality of Rotarians in District 2041 around Milan
Italy? It is worth noting that Milan will be the host city of the next World Expo in 2015,
which will be running during the time of this Exchange.
You can be part of a team of up to eight, to participate in this great Rotary
experience of culture, friendship and hospitality from 15 to 25 September 2015 in
District 2041 Milan Italy.

This exchange
could provide a great opportunity to visit other parts of Italy and Europe as well as
taking in the World Expo 2015, either before or after the exchange.
The incoming visit to our District by Rotarians from District 2041 is planned to occur
in August 2016 and clubs of outbound team members are expected to host the
inbound team, during their experience within District 9640.
Requests for a Team Membership Application and Participant Questionnaire
should be directed to RFE Committee Chair Reg Norvill on 07 5524 2297 or
0427 943 678 or email: regn@ozemail.com.au

Completed Applications are to be submitted for consideration by the District
Rotary Friendship Committee by Friday 2nd January 2015.
Further information on Rotary Friendship Exchanges can be found in the RFE
Handbook at: www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/rfe_handbook_en.pdf

IMAGES FROM LAST WEEK

Rotary Fellowship Holiday

Our New Zealand Club at Tauranga is celebrating their 70th Anniversary along with
Kasaoka Club of Japan on 14-15 March 2015.
"As you are aware, we (the Club members) have been officially invited to the 70th Anniversary
of the Tauranga Club.
The celebrations will commence on the 13th March (Friday night) continue over the weekend
and conclude on the 15th (Sunday evening).
At this time, about 10 members of our other Sister Club, Kasaoka in Japan will be attending.
An initial investigation has revealed that for a total return cost of $469.00, we can book flights
to Auckland on the Friday - leaving from Coolangatta at 8:30am ( Air New Zealand) and
returning on the following Monday from Auckland at 1:10pm (Virgin Australia) and arriving
at Coolangatta at 1:40pm.
The Tauranga Club always puts on a good show and arranges sightseeing trips nearby.
If you intend to go , please advise me as follows:1. Do you wish to go on the flights above.
2. Do you wish to participate in Home Hosting by the Tauranga members
3. If "no" to 2, do you wish to stay in a Hotel in Tauranga with any others not participating
in Home Hosting (our last group stayed at the four and a half star, Trinity Wharf Hotel
which is right on the bay & walking distance to the centre of town. Current costs approx $250
p/p for 3 nights for 2 in the room) or would you prefer to make your own arrangements.
As cheap flights fill fast and bulk Hotel bookings need to be made as soon as possible , please
let me have your advices asap but no later than the 7th December."
Cheers
Chris Thomsen

SCRIBE
Speaker host Bruce Kuhn introduced Professor Michael Irving as our guest speaker.
Michael is widely known in Rotary circles-- having been on District 9640 committees an Assistant
Governor and District Governor elect for 2016/2014. His academic career has extended to various
Queensland University postings, to New Zealand and Oman.
His address to us "living with Islam -Lessons for Australia" stemmed from his time spent in Oman as
the" Vice Chancellor" of the Sohar private University, which has new large modern buildings. This
University introduced mixed gender classes and this was the first time that these young adults
attending these courses had been involved with mixed gender classes.
The country is a huge oil producing area, but with a relatively small population." Oil is the basis of all
of the issues".
It was a most foreign environment for Michael - among other unfamiliar issues - he was licensed to
purchase 200 bottles of alcohol monthly, even allowing for it being a strict Muslim society.
Democracy is a no-no- in this part of the world. Muslim countries place great value in the family unit--the family must come first. "Lawrence of Arabia", is a guide and an insight to this part of the world.
Arabs all dress in white, usually not wearing shoes, and at the time of a greeting, the discussion must
centre round family members. Michael declared that democracy will not occur for a very long time
in these regions. There greeting translates to "Peace be with you". And yet the society is so violent.
Successful Arabic businessmen are expected to build a Mosque, for the benefit of society.
Young Muslim women are now seeking to become educated. They are recognising how educated
women progress in the free world; they are seeking a higher standard of living. They often have
short hair styles disguised under their head gear. Married girls have a dowry. The trend towards very
large families is now changing. Second cousins frequently marry, so keeping the values within the
family tribes. Having a daughter and son heir is considered to be most important. Marriages fail
because of not being able to produce a son and heir.
Racing Camels are much loved and these animals change hands for $1M. Young children learn and
can recite the 114 sections of the Koran. Muslims pray 5 times daily, this is a practice of Islam.
Deeply imbedded Issues between the many tribes and their sub-sets, is the cause of ongoing
conflict. Arabs in Jedda embraced Islam and increased their wealth. Mohammed got on well with the
Jews. Due to trading sea routes, Indonesia has grown to be the largest Islamic country in the world.
There is no likely answer to the Gaza Strip issue - It is caused by jealousy and mistrust between Islam
and Jews. Land is considered to be most precious and the religious and tribal wars will continue.
"The approach by the Americans, will not fix the issues".
Extremist groups are active---they use passages from the Koran to identify Muslims. Imams are
changing attitudes.
Reference was made to Rotary`s polio vaccination programmes in Islamic countries, where they
believe that the C.I.A. is suspected of attempting to sterilise young Islamic children.
Michael's interesting address was well received with numerous questions were asked and speaker
host Bruce Kuhn made the Club`s normal momento presentation.
scribe- Ian Cowen

FRIDAY FUNNIES – HA HA HA
At the typical Christmas dinner, Mom is always yelling, "Get out of my kitchen!"
The grown kids are always yelling at their tiny offspring, "Stop running! You'll break Grandma's furniture!"
Dad is always yelling, "Get out of the way! I can't see the TV set!"
The little ones are yelling, "It's my toy! Let me play with it!"
This is why this is known as the Holler Day Season.
-------------------------------------------"A brother and sister in Minneapolis are opening the world's first vegan butcher shop. At the vegan butcher, they
promise to kill all the flavor but in a humane way." -Jimmy Fallon
-------------------------------------------My brother Scott brought over a photo album of his camping trip. One picture showed a brown bear helping itself
to his food. "What kind of bear is that?" I asked.
"It's called a Kodiak," Scott replied.
"Oh, yeah?" my husband Keith shot back. "And I suppose those white ones in the Arctic are called Polaroids."
-------------------------------------------It is a Friday Funnies tradition to include The Office Christmas Party each year, Diane sent it in.
CHRISTMAS PARTY
FROM: Pauline, Human Resources Director

TO: All Employees
DATE: 21st October 2014
RE: Christmas Party
I'm happy to inform you that the company Christmas Party will take place Dec 21ststarting at noon in the private
function room at the Grill House. There will be a cash bar and plenty of drinks! We'll have a small band playing
traditional carols...please feel free to sing along.
And don't be surprised if the MD shows up dressed as Santa Claus! A Christmas tree will be lit at 1:00 pm
Exchange of gifts among employees can be done at that time; however, no gift should be over $20.00 to make
the giving of gifts easy for everyone's pockets. This gathering is only for employees! The MD will make a special
announcement at the Party.
Merry Christmas to you and your Family.
Pauline
-------------------------------------------------------------------------FROM: Pauline, Human Resources Director
TO: All Employees
DATE: 24th October 2014
RE: Holiday Party
In no way was yesterday's memo intended to exclude our Jewish employees.
We recognize that Chanukah is an important holiday, which often coincides with Christmas, though unfortunately
not this year. However, from now on we're calling it our 'Holiday Party'. The same policy applies to any other
employees who are not Christians. There will be no Christmas tree or Christmas carols sung. We will have other
types of music for your enjoyment.
Happy now?
Happy Holidays to you and your family.
Pauline.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------FROM; Pauline, Human Resources Director
TO: All Employees
DATE: 25th October 2014
RE: Holiday Party
Regarding the note I received from a member of Alcoholics Anonymous requesting a non-drinking table...you
didn't sign your name. I'm happy to accommodate this request, but if I put a sign on a table that reads, 'AA Only',
you wouldn't be anonymous anymore!!!! How am I supposed to handle this? Somebody? Forget about the gift
exchange, no gift exchange allowed now since the Union Officials feel that $20.00 is too much money and
Management believe $20.00 is a little cheap. NO GIFT EXCHANGE WILL BE ALLOWED.
Pauline.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

FROM: Pauline, Human Resources Director
TO: All Employees
DATE: 26th October 2014
RE: Holiday Party
What a diverse group we are! I had no idea that December 20th begins the Muslim holy month of Ramadan,
which forbids eating and drinking during daylight hours. There goes the party! Seriously, we can appreciate how
a luncheon at this time of year does not accommodate our Muslim employees' beliefs, perhaps the Grill House
can hold off on serving your meal until the end of the party - or else package everything up for you to take home
in a little foil doggy bag. Will that work? Meanwhile, I've arranged for members of Weight Watchers to sit farthest
from the dessert buffet and pregnant women will get the table closest to the toilets, Gays are allowed to sit with
each other, L*sbians do not have to sit with gay men, each will have their own table. Yes, there will be flower
arrangements for the gay men's table too. To the person asking permission to cross dress - no cross dressing
allowed. We will have booster seats for short people. Low fat food will be available for those on a diet. We cannot
control the salt used in the food we suggest those people with high blood pressure taste the food first. There will
be fresh fruits as dessert for Diabetics; the restaurant cannot supply 'No Sugar' desserts. Sorry! Did I miss
anything?!?!
Pauline.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------FROM: Pauline, Human Resources Director
TO: All F***ing Employees
DATE: 27th October 2014
RE: The F….. Holiday Party.
Vegetarians… I've had it with you people !!! We're going to keep this party at the Grill House whether you like it or
not, so you can sit quietly at the table furthest from the 'grill of death', as you so quaintly put it, you'll get your f,,,,,,
salad bar, including organic tomatoes, But you know tomatoes have feelings too, They scream when you slice
them. I've heard them scream. I'm hearing the scream right NOW !!
I hope you all have a rotten holiday, drink drive and die.
The Witch from HELL!!!
-------------------------------------------------------------------------FROM: John Benson.( Acting Human Resources Director )
TO: All Employees
DATE: 28th October 2014
RE: Pauline Lewis and Holiday Party
I'm sure I speak for all of us in wishing Pauline a speedy recovery, and I'll continue to forward your cards to her.
In the meantime, the Management has decided to cancel our Holiday Party and instead, give everyone the
rd
afternoon of the 23 December off with full pay.
John Benson.
--------------------------------------------

One line groaners from George..
I tried to catch some fog. I mist
When chemists die, they barium.
Jokes about German sausage are the wurst.
I'm reading a book about anti-gravity. I can't put it down.
What does a clock do when it's hungry? It goes back four seconds.
What do you call a dinosaur with an extensive vocabulary? A thesaurus.
I used to be a banker, but then I lost interest.
Cartoonist found dead in home. Details are sketchy.
-------------------------------------------A man went to see a psychiatrist. "Doc,", he said, "you've got to help me. I have a terrible fear of Santa Claus."
"Santa Claus?" the doctor replies.
"Yes!" the man replied. "You know, St. Nick, Kris Kringle, Santa Claus. What's wrong with me?"
The doctor replied... "I'm afraid you have a bad case of CLAUStrophobia."
-------------------------------------------Q: What did the rabbit give his girlfriend for Christmas?
A: A 14 carrot ring.

Q: Why is it so cold on Christmas?
A: Because it's in Decembrrrrrrrrrr!

Q: What do you call the horse the runs the city?
A: The mare.

Q: What did the hair say to the comb?
A: Stop Teasing Me!

