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Houseboat ride on the Edward River in Deniliquin

The success of the weekend is as a result of all the hard work put
in by committee members over the many months preceding the
event led by Chairman Tony Kew. A big thank you to Tony as well
as George Maddison, Angela Parker, Doug Parker, Bev Forchi, Di
Hand as well as all those Rotarians and Friends of Rotary that
helped our before and during the weekend.

It was extremely disappointing to us all as well as a lot of
Rotarians across the district to have the conference itself
cancelled, however many Rotarians commented that this style of
event should also be on the district calendar as it gave everyone a
much greater opportunity to socialise and relax as well as see
local attractions.

DG David McPherson

Reports and images from the various parts of the weekend are on pages 3-7
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The Ride to Conference had nine riders and eight crew
participating. Even though there was a reduced
contingent of riders they were still able to raise a
phenomenal $8,500 for Australian Rotary Health,
bringing the total raise for the Ride to Conference
since its inception to over $208,000. Congratulations
to all riders and crew. 
Well done to both George Maddison and Chris Sutton
for organising this event.

Ride to Conference

Ride to Conference participants

Sports Day

Friday was the sports day with participants electing only to play golf. There
were about 13 golfers take to the course for what turned out to be a rather
warm day.

Winners for the two person Ambrose event were Florence and Brendan Meyer
from RC Romsey/Lancefield. They each won a bottle of wine and a pack of golf
balls.
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The Ruth Koenig Memorial walk
was held on the Saturday with 20
people registering to walk which
means there was $200 able to be
donated to the Ruth Koenig charity
supported by Yea Rotary club.

Ruth Koenig Memorial walk

Some of the participants on the Ruth Koenig Memorial walk

Houseboat Ride on the Edward River

Saturday also saw around 80 Rotarians take to 10 Houseboats for a ride down
the iconic Edward River. The use of these Houseboats were kindly donated by
their owners who also gave up their time to skipper the boats (and Rotarians) to
their location. We extend a sincere thanks to all those owners for helping make
this a spectacular event that I am sure will generate many return visits.

Even though the day was quite warm (39oC) everyone seemed to enjoy
themselves as they were kept well fed and watered.

Maybe a bit too much breakfast! Scones with Jam & cream for morning tea on the River
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Lunch by the Edward River

Tour of the Ute Muster site and Ute Museum

Twenty six Rotarians chose to take a tour of the Ute Muster site where each
year more than 10,000 Utes and 20,000 people gather for a weekend of
country music and fun.
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Gala Dinner

The Gala dinner was another highlight of
the weekend with around 90 people
enjoying the evening.

As reported in last months newsletter,
Marg Crisp form RC Belvoir-Wodonga
was presented with a ‘Service Above Self’
award which is a great achievement.
Once again, congratulations Marg.

Entertainment was provided by a local
choir Con spirito Voices as well as local
band Ruby Saltbush. 

Thanks also to RC Appin Park and RC
Milawa-Oxley for loaning their wonderful
3D printed Rotary table centres. Con Spirito Voices Choir performed 'Imagine"

Ruby Saltbush entertained guests

Sunday Farewell Breakfast

A Farewell breakfast was provided at The
Depot for departing Rotarians. The Deport
houses many antique and collectable cars,
buses, trucks as well as many other
collectables. They are all owned by one
man Neville Purtill who has turned it in to a
tourist attraction.

Angelina and Tony
Salomone with their

children Rocco and EvaBreakfast at the depot
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Excellent coverage in the Deniliquin Pastoral Time, the local paper in Deni

Rotarians at the Gala Dinner at the Deniliquin RSL 



Enjoy a 3-day pass, free of charge, to the House of Friendship, where you’ll be
able to connect with thousands of fellow Rotary members from around the
world and have access to hundreds of Rotary project booths, vendors, food,
and entertainment at the 2023 Rotary International Convention in Melbourne,
Australia. That’s right! A complimentary pass valid Monday-Wednesday, 29-31
May, for the House of Friendship*. No additional purchase is required. Here’s
how you can redeem this special offer: 
 

Option 1 – Fill out this brief Qualtrics survey with your information by 26 April
2023. Your pass will be ready for you to pick up at the convention center's
registration desk (MCEC Exhibition Centre doors 1 and 2).  
 
Option 2 – Visit the registration desk (MCEC Exhibition Centre doors 1 and 2) at
the convention center to fill out a brief form and receive your pass on site. 
 
Friends and family are also eligible to enjoy this special access to the House of
Friendship, so bring them along to learn what’s special about Rotary! 

We look forward to seeing you in the House of Friendship. Contact
eventsupport@rotary.org with questions.  

*Passes are valid for the House of Friendship only. Does not apply to convention
registration or any affiliated events.  
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Register for a free 3-day House of Friendship pass for the Rotary
International Convention

Click here to learn more
or key in:

https://bit.ly/40q1VjN 

https://rotary.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cu0kuhh93SxsjhI?cid=mkt_ic23_20230416_eml_ad_mem_hofregister_aprilhof_na
https://bit.ly/40q1VjN
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Whittlesea Garden Expo 2023

Neither Covid nor wild weather could scupper the
long-held dream of one of our Rotary members to
bring to life a garden expo in Whittlesea, a small,
semi-rural township about forty kilometres north of
Melbourne.  Although Covid delayed our start by
twelve months, planning went ahead full steam. So in
2022, the ‘Whittlesea Garden Expo’ run by the Rotary
club of Whittlesea, was added to the list of Garden
Expos around the state. 

A grant from the City of Whittlesea, sponsorship from
a local business and the assistance from the Rotary
Club of Yea (who had years of experience in running a
garden expo) got us on our way.  We were fortunate
enough to have Melissa King present for us and there
is no doubt she drew a crowd for us. And as we all
know, family members get roped-in to these things,
one of whom built a really great website and social
media pages for us, this being a huge advantage for
our marketing.

But what really warmed our hearts was the support
we got from so many other local groups as well as the
number of people who were willing to give up their
time to volunteer at our event.  As a Rotary Club and
for no charge, we were happy to give other not-for-
profits a chance to raise funds for their own projects.
The Expo became a real community event for our
town.  Even our town traders benefitted from the
extra visitors to Whittlesea.

So, our first Expo was held in one of the wildest storms
in a long time, with severe weather warnings all week
in the lead up. We were gifted with a large water
feature in the middle of our display area and lots of
mud around the edges but no-one seemed to mind
too much. Whilst a few stallholders cancelled, most
did not.  The intrepid garden enthusiasts also braved
the weather to add to their garden or to join us in an
impressive line-up of presentations on all things
garden.  Our hopes to break even on our first Expo
were far exceeded and gave us the resources to fund
our next Expo.

Our second Expo saw several additions and changes
and was bigger and better. The forecourt at the
Whittlesea Showgrounds looked an absolute picture
with a wide variety of stallholder displays, colorful
pots, garden sculptures, plants and garden art. Millie
Ross from the ABC’s ‘Gardening Australia’ and Chloe
Thomson from ‘Sprout School’ presented for us and
happily engaged with stallholders and members of the
public. Nathan Stewart our local beekeeper was also a
hit. The success of the children’s activities held in the
previous year, led us to extend them for this year, and
it was great to see excited children taking part in
activities. Our very own member, Thel, was our ‘Artist
in Residence’ for the weekend and was surprised at
the number of people who stopped to ask her about
her work. Our local photography club took photos for
us around the Expo and ran two presentations on
taking good photos with your phone and good
landscape photos. 

Our Expo will go from strength to strength in the
coming years and we are proud to put on such an
exciting event that enables our club to raise money for
our projects but also benefits so many others in and
around our town. We are already planning our next
Expo and would love to hear from anyone with ideas or
from prospective stallholders. And we can always do
with more volunteers, so if you would like to meet our
hardworking, friendly group, get in touch.

April Kidgell
Whittlesea Rotary

 

Chloe Thomson
helping children plant

bulbs

Thel Cardwell, our ‘Artist in
Residence’

Nicky from ‘Bob’s
Beekeeping Supplies’

brought a hive.

Millie Ross, from the ABC,
presenting at the Expo

Whittlesea Garden Expo
2023
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Jack Sterkenburg celebrates 50 years Rotary Service.

The Maffra Rotary Club Bulletin of 8th March 1973
records that the President inducted Jack into RC
Maffra and wished him ”Many happy years in Rotary,
Jack” 

Jack addressed the gathering with reminiscences of
the past 50 years.

Born in 1938 in the Netherlands, Jack Migrated with his
Parents and Sister, moving to Moe. He repeated some
primary school, to develop his English, then attended
Yallourn Technical College, graduating with a Diploma
of Civil Engineering, and became a Member of the
Institution of Engineers of Australia. 

He was deeply involved in Rotary International Service
which gave him a great insight into the workings of
Rotary and its avenues of service.

Moving to Yarrawonga in 1980, he was appointed Shire
Engineer and Building Surveyor, transferring his Rotary
Membership to the Yarrawonga Mulwala Club. “The
Club was very active and involved in many community
activities. I remember some early  projects such as
delivering Garbage bins to the whole Yarrawonga
community on behalf of the council, tree planting on
Chinaman’s Island, constructing a toilet block at the
Open-Air Theatre and operating the early markets at
the old drive-in theatre”.

In these early years, Jack and wife Jan hosted a
number of Foreign Exchange students and, in the
1988/89 year they were selected as District Team
Leaders to the first Ladies Group Study team to Texas
USA. 

As well as attending many Rotary Club meetings, a real
highlight was the District Conference at San Antonio.
Rotarians were always keen to learn about Australia,
as many had spent R&R in Australia during the 2nd
World War. 

As an engineer he made a point of looking at the oil
industries in Texas; exploration, refineries, and the
massive canal which ran 80 km to the sea. At the same
time Jan, as a nurse, checked out the local health
system through visits to hospitals, childcare and
ambulance services. And the team members they were
leading learned a great deal through their experiences
over the five-week period.

In 1990, Jack was elect President of the Club, and
continued on The District Committee. 
In 2004, a six-man team from our club travelled to
Wewak, PNG, and built a residence for the Head of
Campus. “At an earlier time, in 1963 in fact, I was part
of a CMF Reservist team, that visited Wewak, to build a
three-span timber bridge. This we did, very
successfully” he said “On the 2004 trip we discovered
that it had been bowled over during a massive storm
and washed out to sea. Much ribbing from my mates!”
Jack is particularly proud of the work done by our
Club, supporting our youth; Portsea camps for
children, Science Forums in Canberra, Overseas Youth
Exchange and support for both P12 and Sacred Heart
Colleges. 

Local Government amalgamations resulted in his
redundancy in 1994/95. “This gave me an opportunity
to accept an invitation to become employed as part of
a UNHCR team in Tanzania“ he said “I spent three
exciting and fruitful months in Tanzania, supporting
the resettlement of 458,000 refugees from Rwanda,
having fled genocide and civil unrest. The urgent need
for leadership was richly rewarded by my involvement
with the 25 NGOs at our Base in Ngara, 1200 km inland
from Dar Es Salaam and my years involved in the
Rotary International Portfolio gave me a head start ”
In recent years he has been a strong supporter of the
monthly Markets and has served in several portfolios
on the Club’s board. The District Governor presented
Jack with a Special Certificate of Recognition of his 50
years of Service.

Jan
Sterkenburg

DG David McPherson,
President Cate and
long-time Rotarian,

Jack Sterkenburg
 

AG Paul Miegel and his
wife Meredith from

Corowa RC

Jack with our
club’s elder

statesman, Noel
Loughnan

Yarrawonga Mulwala Rotary Club
held a celebratory Dinner at Club
Mulwala on 3rd April Celebrating
Jack Sterkenburg’s 50 years of
Rotary service, which was attended
By District Governor David
McPherson and Assistant Governor
Paul Miegel and wife Meredith. In a
congratulatory letter, World
President, Jennifer Jones wrote
“Your continued passion for Rotary
inspires us all and I hope you will
continue to inspire your fellow
Rotary members to think big”.
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Youth News
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Inaugural Rotary Youth Challenge Sailing
Program 

Invitation to Victorian District Clubs on the One & All

South Australia’s ship the One & All will be in
Melbourne in May/June 2023 following her official
selection by Rotary International to participate in the
Melbourne World Convention.

There are two opportunities to sail aboard a tall ship-
training vessel for young people:
·       The first longer 7-day special Sailing Challenge
will be voyaging around the rugged SA/Vic coastline
when the One & All departs Adelaide on Friday 26th
May 2023 bound for Melbourne
·       The second special 7-day Sailing challenge will be
voyaging back to Adelaide from Melbourne departing
Sunday 4th June 2023
·       Victorian and South Australian young people will
be involved in both of these special voyages.

The expansion of the program into Victoria where a
Youth Challenge Sail Committee has just been
formed offers the opportunity to commence the
program into Victoria.

How to participate? Firstly, explore the resources
provided on the website and the video, see below.
Secondly, have a conversation with your club and
decide to be a financial sponsor and thirdly, seek a
young person between 15 – 18 years of age to
participate.

Website
https://youthsailing.com.au/

For further information contact, Youth Challenge Sail
Committee Members:
Linda Gidlund           M 0418 173 279      
 lleegidlund@gmail.com
Malcolm Watt            M 0439 158 274      
 watt.malc@gmail.com

Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment
(RYPEN) 2023

Friday 30th of March a group of students aged
between 14-17 all took the leap by arriving at Kinglake
Forest Adventure Campsite to take part in our
weekend. We were excited to be back helping young
people discover more about themselves and develop
important soft skills. 

The weekend started off as it always does, a group of
20 or so timid individuals everyone barely saying a
peep. By Friday night they were chatty and friendly
and wanted to stay awake to not loose time getting
to know one another.

Saturday started early much to the dismay of our
young participants however after a few group
activities our group of young people were bonded
and working well together.

We had a fantastic formal dinner organised, created
and ran by our 23 participants! We had some
entertainment from a few participants who played a
variety of instruments and sang vocals.

Sunday was spent challenging the group with some
of their newfound skills. During the team debrief we
confirmed, as we had hoped, that the weekend had
impacted and challenged our future leaders and
members of our communities. 

Thank our fantastic supporter team for truly making
the weekend a joy and in helping with the smooth
running.

Till next year! 

Nathan Stuart
RYPEN Program Director

A quote from Sally West, team member:
“I get such a high out of doing this, it needs to go for
longer. Such a good weekend with such a great group
people!"

RYPEN Participants Sally West, Skye Lacy, Mal Watt,
Alesha Harmer, Duncan Silcock,

Nathan Stuart ,RYPEN 2023

Skye Lacy, Alesha Harmer, Nathan
Stuart, Duncan Silcock, Sally West,

Mal Watt

mailto:lleegidlund@gmail.com
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International University Student
Rotary Home Hosting – Philip
Clancy, M 0428 834 162, Email:
philip.clancy1@gmail.com

Interact – Linda Gidlund, M 0418
173 279, Email:
lleegidlund@gmail.com

District Rotaract Representative –  
Elliot Silcock, M 0483 041 905, Email
drr.9790@rotaract.org.au

National Youth Science Forum
(NYSF) – Nigel Liggins, M 0400 694
618, Email:
nigelliggins@bigpond.com

Rotary Youth Exchange (RYE) –
Meredith Miegel, M 0417 246 546,
Email: chairperson@rye9790.org.au

Rotary Youth Leadership Award
(RYLA) – Kerry Jones, Secretary M
0414 861 557, Email:
info@ryla9790.org.au 

If you would like further information please contact Linda Gidlund
on 0418 173 279  or  lleegidlund@gmail.com

19

Youth News
Youth Progams Contacts

Rotary Youth Program of
ENrichment (RYPEN) – Contact
Malcolm Watt, M 0439 158 274,
Email: watt.malc@gmail.com or
rypen@rotary9790.org.au

Rotex – Contact Rotex by email:
rotex9790@gmail.com, see the
Rotex District 9790 Facebook page.

Albury North - Rotary Youth
Program of ENrichment (RYPEN) –
Contact Warwick Tasker, M 0439
158 274, Email RYPEN Coordinator
M 0408 052 386, Email
warnel@bigpond.com

Youth Volunteer Management -
Contact Bruce McIntyre, M 0427 623
142, Email
bruce.mcintyre1@bigpond.com

mailto:rypen@rotary9790.org.au
mailto:warnel@bigpond.com.au
mailto:warnel@bigpond.com
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Shine On Recognition Event
(page 25)

District Assembly

Inaugural Rotary Youth
Challenge Sailing Program 

Rotary Youth Leadership
Award 2023 

Calendar of events

Date(s)Event Location Contact

Event: 1.00 pm, 
13 May 2023 

23 April 2023

26 May 2023

Sunday, 19 November
through & Saturday,
25 November 2023

The Templestowe Baptist
Hall, Anderson Road,
Doncaster East, 3109 

Benalla

Melbourne/Adelaide

TBA
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Enquiries and nominations to: Lara
Barrett
M: 0416 262 615
E: lara.barrett.secretary@gmail.com

DGE Neta Kirby

Youth Challenge Sail Committee
Members:
Linda Gidlund M 0418 173 279
lleegidlund@gmail.com
Malcolm Watt M 0439 158 274
watt.malc@gmail.com

Kerry Jones, Secretary M 0414 861
557, Email: info@ryla9790.org.au 

mailto:lleegidlund@gmail.com
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ROTARY CALENDAR

dredfearn@vtown.com.au

Ap ril 2023

Maternal and Child Health
Month

30 April — Rotary
International Convention
registrations and ticket
cancellations are due

May 2023

Youth Service Mont h

27-31 May — Rotary
International Convention,
Melbourne, Australia

June 2023

Rotary Fellowships Month

30 June — Rotary Citation
for Rotary Clubs Award
nominations are due

Visit this calendar throughout the year to find award nomination due dates and convention and event
information. Develop meeting agendas, projects, or public image campaigns based on these special occasions.

All dates are subject to change.



For more information or to register, go to:
https://bit.ly/3Ikl7I4


