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The virus came in like a
frightening storm.

It rolled into cities and then
rural areas, terrifying fami-
lies unaware of its infectious
spread. Silent carriers of the
disease showed no signs at
all. Thousands died and thou-
sands more were bedridden for
weeks.,

Doctors could treat symp-
toms but were powerless to cure
it. The federal government's
response, while well intended
with

vidual. Some ulfected clﬂldi!h
didn’t show s
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Sibley's ies of
that summer in 1949 are
partially his own hazy
recall and partially his
mother’s stories, shared
over the following
decades. It was her that
took him to the hospital
after he began 10 feel a
numbness i a leg, the
telltale sign of the onset
of the disease.

“Not  understanding
it, | started crying and
sereaming,” Sibley said.

They called those
summers “polio season,”
Sibley said. He and his
7-year-old brother were
well aware of the virus
by then. They were not
10 exert themselves, the
community pool was off-
limits and they had to
take frequent naps.

He had no idea how
he contracted the virus;
contact tracing wasn't yet
a thing,

“We lived in a
neighborhood with a lot
of kids and | was only

four so my big

bod o kimd o ypch

spread  would  cause
paralysis of involuntary
muscles of the lungs.
The iron lung, @ tank
ventilator. was common
at the time. It would
enclose a patient’s body
to vary air pressure to
help stimulate breathing.
Sibley never reached
the iron lung.
Treatments

COURTESY PHOTEE
Stan Sibley, who was stricken and hospitalized with
polio as a child, served as superintendent of the
Glenwood Community School District from 2001-2010.
spread 10 his other leg and
his arms, The concemn of
the virus was the rapid

child’s elbow the wrong
way,” Sibley said.

After several weeks
Sibley began to regain
the feeling in his arms
and legs and then lifting
himself off the bed.

Sibley  isa't  sure
exactly how long he was
in the hospital, he thinks
five or six weeks that
summer. But when he got
outof the hogpital he does
remember i

similarities between
the coronavirus and the
“polio  season”™ of his
youth. The panic and fear,
pirents frightened to let
their children play outside
or with other children,
being symptomatic and
asymptomatic  and  not
knowing where the virus
comes from or how to
protect  yourself  and

PolioPlus

)

Rotary International

feeling that we all had

not having a cure, only__in those duys before. the

having treatments.

“That's  all  very,
very similar,” he said,
“Obwiously, our science
is 50 much better today.
There's probably less
fear than there was then
simply because people
understand viruses hetter
and undesstand ways to
better protect ourselves,
although we don’t all do
that obviously."

But the thing that
strikes Sibley the most
about the parallels js full
circle. As child, it was
his demographic that was
most impacted by polio
and now, as a 76-year-
old, it's his  current

phic, older

demogray
adults, that is most at-risk
o gﬁ W‘{')‘

Vaccine was out there,”
he said. “You were
always  looking  over
your shoulder. You were
always afraid that thing
could still bite you, Even
though | had polio when
the vaccine came out,
my folks still made sure
I got it because there was
no for sure sign you'd
always be immune.”

Sibley's  experience
with  palio  factored
heavily n his joining
Rotary Intenational over
a decade ago. The group
is a founding
of the Global
Erndicatior i
has

COVID-19, are a partner
in the polio fight.

It was the work of
organizations like Rotary
and the March of Dimes.
the group largely credited
for helping end the
polio epidemic in the
U.S., which likely saved
thousands of lives.

Sibley  still  gives
annually to March of
Dimes. He




€n season is plenty scary

WM relations person for 4 |

non-profit  that  hosted

an annual free haumed

house for the pubiic

A vepetanian  probably

wouldn't make the best
spokesperson for cattle
producers. A Prius
owner maghe have & hard
tme selling Humvees.
And chickens probsbly  didn't stick around long
shoulda't promote  ensugh to find oo it was
haumted houses. | don't  fake,
mean  actual chickens Lntike my now farmer
They can  promote  friend, | was unfazed

m??v whatever they want. | by the haunted houase in
mean fraldy-cat chickens  boosd day light. It wasa't

realize  that

doesn'y
speak well for my skills

asn [:(.'CL"L'I

I was unnware that she
was uhiware. so | failed
0 wam ber abowt what
we might so¢ when we
entered the buikling. And
what we saw wis blood
everywhere.  And  she

e like me. my blood we  were
0 throagh  haunted But that's what I did.  looking at

ouses without jumpeng  Then all the while | was The otber time |
bviously have sluggish telling people howterrific  attended  the  haunted
cflexes and probably  our haumted house was, | house. it was the maming
houldn't operaie  was thinking, “There’s before 3t opened A
notarized vehicles, no such thing asaterrific  hamiful of employess

1 don’t need zombies haunted house™ In the  weee mvited w0 “test” i,
oming t me to scare me  public relaticas business,  and this time the lights
. fied when  this s _ were off, 1 worked foe

3 g oD . o e pany 3 V’P of
ny copboard. Or when when Il them that 'd  compassionate  peosle
Ny grocery store moves  ooce gone to the haunted  who  served  others. It

verything around. Or  house and it scared me so
hen a computer person  much that I'd never been
lIs me it's time W back

I'd  scuslly

wats he oxuunizer’s first
adempt ot o houneed
bouse. How bad could

gone it be? Il tell you It

W a “beware the dog™  twice, but one of those  was e | hared it |
m on An gate times they had left the thought it would never
and mte i on, 50 I'm oot end whichis, I suppose, a
th.ﬂ'lmm down. :ﬁu that counts. [t was  resounding endorsement
(nowing this about the mommg afler the of o haunted bouse.
, You may be haunted house, and |
prised t0 lean that had to walk across the Darotry Roshy {s the
* mot only been to street to the baikling awthor of several humor
ated houses, it was where it was, by then, ftvoky, including ! Used
e my job to persuade  being disnantled. Along  so Think I Was Nor Thar
r unsuspecting souls  the way [ met up with & Badd and Then I Gor tor

g
:

hadn't beard  Know Me Better; Conract
haunted house.  droshy @ rusfumane com,

¢
g

difficult year.
meoSemux Joni Ernst, President Trump

Like all  my  fellow
Citieers in Ml Conssty
Wo el and worry s the
plobal pandentic of COVID
hs affectod the very wuy
we canduct our lives

Alimost  everyome  now
Anows o) who s

fallen sick o (s virus,
o worse  yol,  knows
weneone  close W them
who has  had  senous

hospeeadizion episixles o
aven soceumbed o it
When will thes end?”
we sk aurselves amd each
other  Perhagis we cun
gl some  amight  eeo
toclay's woenes, by lookang
back m 0 scourge on the
wordd  which  swept our
seciety bock in the 190
aexd ieno the 19505, calied
Poliomyelitis, cr Polio, foe
shorn
For decades, there wis
DO cue, it was a very
scary prospect for parents,
ws  the panlyzing e
potentially  fatal - disease
invaded the nervous system
and  could toal
parulysis in hours. While
Poiw would strike people
of any age, it primanly
affectex]  chiklren  under
the nge of five, Swimming
pools were Chosed, clukiren
were  kepe  indoors  and
almost everyone knew of i
chald who was affected
Thousands of Amencans
ended wp in iroe hings,
fighting to breathe.  Their
sl limbs withered wnd
needed W be straghtened
and  continual  physical
therapy perhaps got the
young victim  through
the frightening  aspects
ol the disease. At kong
last,  seveml  waccines
were  developed,  which
provided o prevention and
protection. But sadly, the
disgase itwel! could not be
fully cured
1 dated a girl, while
m a college, who hod
been o Polo victim. She
appearsd guite pormal
everyooe who knew her,
but unbeknownst 10 most,
she had & meted rod i her
hack from her peck 1o her
lups w0 give ber back her
perfect posture.  But she
wis & lucky one, We can
hope that sometime 8000,
@ vadcine or a senies of
vaccines will be developed
to help the world nid iself
of the sconrge of COVID.
Some years back, 1 joined
Rotary Intemnational, and
upon moving to Glenwood,
transferred into our highly
active Jocal Rotary chuls.
Ove of our intemational
projects is to finish Rotary 's
fight against Polio. You see,
this temifying disease of 70
years ago, is STILL present
in the workl But the good

cause

directed the EPA to reject 54 of these gap year
emptions. However, there is still more progress
be made; the EPA

news is that Polio is on a
steep path to total workd
wide eradication, with the
help of effoets being mule
through Rotary's PolioPlus
program, combined  with

Our prior pandemics
will show us the way
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involved, there were sl
125 countries with 350,000
Jtive
Today, we bave
Polh cases by L9 o
with st two
continueng L1

Cases  of

COMMes
repent
cnses of wild  polioyinus
Atghanistan mnd Pakist
Billons  of
have been

Childeen
viccimited nd
SUCCESsEs qre quite evideny
m the fwt L5 million
peaple ace alive who would
nherwise have died, and
19 mitlivn people who
otherwise woukl have been
alyzed,  wre  walking
lissary tells us  dozens
of pandemics bave swept
the warkd, bat this current
COVID vutbreak (s the first
10 be covered 2477 by he
medin

By contrast, the Palio
outhreaks  were  known
primanly from the print

medin and e backling
television media n
developed manons. Earlier
pandemics  spreid  panic
and fear as they moved
from home 1o bome. city
10 ¢ity and nstioe Lo matson
without Titthe i the way of
any knowlsdge of how 10
combat it o indeed. any
Mea as 10 what even was
i's pramary cause, Yet,
histary also tells us, that
like ‘muankind's eventunl
SUOCess I edimuingting
such dreaded Grsesses as
chalera, smallpox, malaria,
axl even moce Common
disepses  hike  meushes,
mumps snd chicken pox,
effective  vaccines  bave
been developed 1o stop the
spread and prevent future
outbresks.

So also, will we find
4 preventitive  viccine
for COVID, and
modern science and the
ncredible resources of the

pharmaceutical  industry
will result i an incredibly
Yuick, by modes

stulards,  preventstive
vaccine.  But, as-the fight
against Polio has shown,
getting o world-wide fix
on any disease & not an
overnight task, While 1 did
ot have Pokio, and so far
have avoided the effects of
COVID, [ did suffer from
gelting  measles, mumgps
and chicken pox, ns they
SWept our nation in regular
visits during the 50s and
O, before  effective
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e ived  in a4 enclose a patient’s body e e |

neighbotood wiah o Jot

o vary air pressute % five o
of Kids and | was only  belp stimuloe becathing g
four wo my Ivg Drather Sibley never reached  guiof|

had 0 kind of waich the iron lung ey
aver me u little bit,” he Treatmenss und “1a

said. 71 have 0o iea if - therapies of the eta wers L
I got it from someone

varied in both efflcacy valy §
clse o something it the  and success, Each day n cme
enviroomen!.” the hospital, Sibley wimld bt 1
It was a ruiny night  be submerged in 2 b of He
m June when Sibley's  hon water while nunes  effes
mother wok him fnio the paintully monipuised  he
Madison, Wise, hospital  his  linshe, stretching  with
where he'd spend the  the  muscles, pothaps  frier

next several weeks i W attempting o activate s e
ward of nearly 20 other  muscie memory, Sibkey of

children, 3l suffenng  wonders now, T few
from the virs, Sibley’s "1 don't  remember i
onotber sang him afullaby — mach of it, bus my mother  son
before the nurses ushered  told e the nurses 1ol on
I:-:(.'u;l. her ¥t wos 40 eXCrucCIng W
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2020 ELECTION

From Page [A

Completed balloes 9 pm. ar the following
can ulso be retumed 1o polling sites: 1
the suditor’s office in  Indian Creek Museum |
persan o deposited i~ Emenon,  Hastings,
the collection box outside  Indinn Creek Township,
the  somh  entrance Deer Creek ‘Township,
o the Mills Coumy White Cloud Township
Courthouse 24 hours per Glenwood  Shopping
day. A smaller collection  Plaza ! Former Shopko
bax in the lobby of the store — Glenwood Ward

200N

aosth entramce 10 the |, Glenwood Ward 2,
counhouse is avmlable  Glenwood — Wand 3,
during normal bosiness  Glenwood Township.

hours. Both boxes ire Henderson  City  Hall
under surveiliance. Mills  — Henderson. Anderson
County  Auditee Carol  Township,

Roberison noted, Lakin Cuommusnity

Oct, 24 is the deadline  Center  (Malvem) -
for both online and mail-  Malvern, Tabor, Rawles
i voter registration. ln-  Township, Center

person registration must  Township, Silver Creck

be completed by Nov. 3. Township.
;:c pnudik?ry's office St Joha Lutheran
will be open Satunday, ~Church (Mineola) — Osk

Ogct, 24 from # l.m.f- 5 }wm::;x St Mary
pm,, and Oct. 31, from Towasiip,
= | Al Hughes  Auction
‘f&&;. Spmrel o B S
Election - Pacific
take place from 7 aum, ~ Lyoos Township,
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