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D5240 CHANGING LIVES 

A FANTASTIC ROTARY FOUNDATION GALA 
I would like to acknowledge and thank District Governor Sandi 
Schwartz  and  her  team  for  putting  together  such  a  Fantastic 
Rotary  Foundation  Gala!  The  evening  event  was  held  at  the 
Bakersfield  Museum  of  Art  and  the  evening  was  a  beautiful 
autumn evening with a perfect temperature… Perfect planning 
by the Gala Committee. 

The event  focused on all  the many things the clubs are  doing 
through  the  Rotary  Foundation,  and  was  highlighted  by 
presentations  from  Rotary  International  Vice  President  and 
Rotary International  President’s  Representative John Matthews, 
and Rotary Foundation Representative Steven Solomon telling of 
the ways in which the Foundation has touched and changed their 
lives. 
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(Sees Foundation Banner Recognition Status on page X)

NOVEMBER IS ROTARY FOUNDATION MONTH!
With November being Rotary Foundation Month, I would like to hear about all the things your 
clubs are doing to bring awareness and to celebrate all that the Rotary Foundation has done to 
assist your clubs in “Changing Lives”. Please send me those stories!

 

Rotary Foundation Peace Scholar Selected 

Congratulations to Terrence Stevenson for being selected our newest Rotary Foundation Peace 
Fellow for 2018! This program is highly competitive, and very few applicants are given this 
award. Terrence will be studying at the University of Bradford, and we will be running an 
article on him in the near future.
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Major  Donor  Recognition  to  Susan 
and  Al  Eaton  being  accepted  by 
Susan’s sisters, Jeanie and Joanie.

2017-218 Club Banner Award Recipients

Major Donors
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BECOME A PEACEBUILDER CLUB 

Rotarians have always been Peacebuilders.  The Rotary International Vision Statement tells us 
that Rotarians “see a world where people unite and take action to create lasting change – across 
the globe, in our communities, and in ourselves”.  In today’s challenging times, Rotarians also 
have the ability to create lasting peace. Waging peace means eliminating its inhibitors:

• Internal Conflicts
• Extreme Poverty
• Hopelessness 
• Injustice and Inequality
• Lack of Human Rights

Rotary District 5240, a Peacebuilder District, has established the Peacebuilder Club program to 
encourage the Rotary clubs in our district to learn more about peace and to use their time, 
treasure, and talent to create peace in their local communities and in communities around the 
world.

Becoming a Peacebuilder Club consists of five steps:
• Select a Peace Chair and notify the District Peacebuilder Club Chair
• Hold a club or group program focused on peace
• Support a Peace project in your local community
• Support a Peace Project in an international community
• Inform the District Peacebuilder Club Chair that you have completed the requirements

For more information or to have someone visit your club to explain the Peacebuilder Club 
Program, visit the District Peace Page.  Go to www.rotarydistrict5240.org Select District Then 
Peace Page.  You can also send an email to the Peacebuilder Club team at 
peacebuilderclubs@district5240.org.

Remember, you are not responsible for peace in the world.  You are responsible for your piece of 
peace. Rotary, with 1.2 Million members world wide can do what no other organization can – 
bring ordinary people together to resolve conflicts and improve the conditions for those who 
need help the most.   
Become a Peacebuilder Club.  Wage Peace!

    ~ Nick Frankel 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                                                          Mike Weaver, District 5240 TRF Annual Fund Chair   

The Rotary Foundation Month 2018-19 

November is Foundation Month on the Rotary calendar. It is the time of the year when Every 
Rotarian Every Year thinks about the good works that Rotary is accomplishing throughout the 
world and decides how he or she should support that effort with a financial contribution.  

!       
      

The Rotary Foundation, the nonprofit 
organization that received the highest 
possible score by Charity Navigator (100 out 
of 100) and was named as the World’s 
Outstanding Foundation” by the 
Association of Fundraising Professionals. 
Last year, Rotarians contributed a total of 
$414.7 million to TRF. These contributions 
raised the assets of The Rotary Foundation 
to nearly $3 billion.   

There are many ways that you can contribute to the work of The Rotary Foundation.  The 
Rotary Foundation is funded in two different ways: The Annual Fund and the Endowment 
Fund. 

As the primary source of unrestricted support for the programs of The Rotary Foundation, the 
Annual Fund supports programs in more than 200 geographical regions. From digging clean 
water wells for villages in Africa to reaching basic literacy skills to children in Latin America, 
during any given moment in a day, thousands of Rotarians volunteer their time and expertise to 
ensure that all contributions given to the Annual Fund are spent wisely on quality Rotary 
projects. “To ensure that the funds for the projects are there when needed,” says Past RI 
President Ron Burton, “all contributions to the Foundation’s Annual Fund are invested for three 
years.” When the three years period is up, the investment earnings of your gift go toward the 
operating expenses of the Foundation. Your principal is split 50/50, with half going to our 
District Designated Fund and half going into the World Fund, a pool that the Trustees of The 
Rotary Foundation use to match grants where they are most needed. 91% of the money the 
Foundation spends goes to programs and grants, with only 9% of expenses going toward 
administration. 

The Rotary Foundation spends charitable contributions on multiple programs and grants. From 
the eradication of Polio to scholarships, vocational training teams, Rotary Peace Centers, 
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and Humanitarian projects.  The funds are used for programs and projects Rotarians feel 
passionate about. With 1.2 million Rotarians over-seeing the funds at a grassroots level you can 
have confidence that are funds through Rotary are in amazing hands doing amazing work here 
and abroad.  

Through the first quarter of 2018-19, District 5240 is slightly ahead of last year with 15% of 
members contributing $81,273. Our goal is EREY of 100%. Let’s make it happen! 

Rotary also provides the opportunity for donors to give to The Rotary Foundation through their 
estate planning. Individuals and couples can make provisions within their will or trust to name 
Rotary as a beneficiary of a disbursement of cash, stock, life insurance policy or retirement plan 
upon their death. Rotary recognizes such generous planning with the following: 

Benefactor Individuals who have made Rotary’s Endowment Fund a beneficiary in 
their estate plans or who have made an outright gift of $1,000 or more to 
the Endowment Fund. 

Bequest Society  Individuals or couples who commit not less than $10,000 in an estate plan 
to The Rotary Foundation. 

People are often surprised to learn that they can make a gift and achieve special benefits, such as 
a tax deduction, lifetime payments, payment rates higher than a CD or dividends, future financial 
security, and capital gains tax avoidance – all in one gift. Life income gifts come in several 
shapes and sizes to meet many donors’ goals and needs, and all of them offer appropriate Major 
Donor and Arch C. Klump Society recognition. The goal for our District is to add at least one 
new Bequest Society member per club during 2018-19.   

Contact PDG Nick Frankle, nickdg1617@earthlink.net for more information. 
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TEAM ROTARY: A REPORT BY DENNIS JOHNS 

Before joining Rotary, I occasionally volunteered for a variety of non-profit events around town.  
My activities were well-intended but sporadic at best.  Nevertheless, it was clear that I had an 
innate desire for community service.  In addition, once a year, I  would gather  requests for 
donations received in the mail and select my preferred recipients and dole out what I thought I 
could afford to give.  

The  reason  I  joined  Rotary  was  because  I  recognized  the  inefficiency  of  my  method  of 
volunteering and giving.  When I learned what Rotary clubs in town were doing locally and 
internationally and how The Rotary Foundation was making all that possible, I  realized the 
strength in numbers that Rotary represents.   Although this is rational and obvious to just about 
anyone who considers it, it is not an easy message to convey, especially to young adults who 
communicate primarily in abbreviated text (lol, wtf, imo, lmk, etc.).

Surveys of younger generations reveal that the innate desire for community service still exists in 
a large segment of our population.  Unfortunately, those same surveys also note that individuals 
of this segment are not “joiners” and communicate in ways other than meetings.  Both of these 
characteristics are in direct conflict with Rotary, so is there a way to overcome this obstacle?

Rotary  must  deliver  this  message  to  this  population  in  a  way that  it  can  be  accepted and 
absorbed.  Thus was born TEAM ROTARY (TR).  Currently TR is made up of 26 members of the 
Rotary Club of SB Sunrise.  Each month we identify events (usually fundraisers) that other non-
profit organizations are conducting, and we offer ourselves as volunteers for that event.  We try 
to target events that have significant public exposure as each TR member wears a Rotary hat 
and a TR vest for identification.  Ideally we will be circulating with the population we want to 

get  our  message  to  i.e.  other 
volunteers who have that innate 
desire for community service.

In  addition  to  providing 
community service,  we interface 
with our target audience and the 
occasional inquiry from a young 
person  will  inevitably  come  up: 
“What is Rotary all about?”  Thus 
opens the door for a meaningful 
dialogue  about  the  efficiencies 
that Rotary International and The 
Rotary  Foundation  provide.  
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Anyone who has gotten themselves on the circulating “Donor’s Mailing List” must appreciate 
knowing exactly how and where their donations are being used.  The monthly public exposure 
of TR reinforces Rotary’s commitment to the community beyond the occasional individual club 
project that may get some media coverage which ironically none of the younger generations 
read about anyway.

This is  not an immediate solution to the dwindling membership of Rotary but it  has taken 
decades to get us where we are today and it may take a similar amount of time to reverse the 
trend.  One thing is sure, we need to continue to reshape our image in the community, we need 
young adult membership, and we cannot deliver our valuable message in the conventional way.  
The good news is that even though we all joined Rotary for a variety of reasons, we’ve stayed in 
Rotary for the camaraderie and our community impact.  If we can get them in the door, they’ll 
stay  due  to  the  shared  interest  and  the  recognition  of  strength  of  numbers  that  Rotary 
International and The Rotary Foundation represents. 

If you would like more information on how TEAM ROTARY is organized and how it can work 
for your club, please contact Dennis Johns sbmesasailor@gmail.com or 805-770-0614.

District 5240 Polio Plus Society 

At our District Rotary Foundation Gala, the 
new Polio Plus Society will be rolled out. In 
order  to  qualify,  you  will  be  asked  to 
pledge to  contribute  $100 annually  to  the 
Rotary  Foundation’s  Polio  Plus  Program. 
We will be offering a “Polio Plus Society” 
pin to show your support to our #1 Priority 
of the eradication of Polio.

Please consider doing your part and join 
the many others that are signing up to be a Charter member of the Polio Plus Society.  

Page !7

mailto:sbmesasailor@gmail.com


OCTOBER 2018 D5240 DRFC NEWS VOL. 3 NO. 4

Foundation Banner Recognition Status Report 
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Foundation Banner Recognition Status Report (cont’d) 
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Foundation Banner Recognition Status Report (cont’d) 
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Foundation Banner Recognition Status Report (cont’d) 
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Polio This Week as of October 16, 2018 

World Polio Day is coming up on 24 October: join partners around the world in making this year’s 
World Polio Day a success.

Afghanistan: One wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) case was reported in the past week, with onset of 
paralysis on 1 September from Hilmand province.  The total number of WPV1 cases in 2018 is 16.Five 
WPV1-positive environmental samples were reported in the past week, from Kandahar, Kunar and Khost, 
all collected on 25 September.
Pakistan: No new cases of wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) were reported in the past week.  The total 
number of WPV1 cases in 2018 is four.  Two WPV1-positive environmental samples were reported in the 
past week, from Sindh (greater Karachi) and Balochistan (Quetta), collected on 10 and 20 September, 
respectively.
Nigeria: No cases of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) cases were reported this 
week.  The total number of cVDPV2 cases in 2018 is 16. No cases of wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) were 
reported. The most recently-detected WPV1 case, from Borno state, had onset of paralysis on 21 August 
2016. In response to cVDPV2 detection, the country continues to conduct acute flaccid paralysis 
surveillance strengthening activities including enhanced active surveillance visits and community 
sampling. The programme has also carried out an extensive search for type 2 containing vaccines (tOPV/
mOPV2) in the areas surrounding where the virus is detected. At the same time, outbreak response to 
WPV1 continues, including efforts to address surveillance and immunity gaps in parts of Borno state.
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District Rotary Foundation Committee Directory 
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The District 5240 Foundation newsletter is published once a month and issued the 20th of the month.  Submission 
deadline for articles is the 15th of the month.   Submit articles to: DRFC5240news@gmail.com


