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D5240 CHANGING LIVES 

NOVEMBER IS ROTARY FOUNDATION MONTH! 

I hope you are all enjoying November’s Rotary Foundation 
Month activities and programs. Many of the club’s have made a 
special effort this year in brining awareness to all the great things 
being done in our communities and the world through your 
“investment” into the Rotary Foundation.  I am always in awe at 
all our clubs and members do on behalf of Rotary in “Changing 
Lives”. 

Please send me your club’s activities so we can showcase what 
you’ve done!

As we get together with our family and friends, please take a 
moment to reflect on what you have made possible for those less 
fortunate than us and be thankful that we are Rotarians. It is 
being a member of Rotary that we can jointly pool our funds to 
have the greatest impacts in what we all enjoy doing, serving 
others.

Happy Thanksgiving!                     

 Wade
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Paul Harris Presentation
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Scott Astrosky and Foundation Chair Paul Holden
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THIS HOLIDAY SEASON GIVE THE GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING 
 

As we approach the holiday season, consider a gift today that keeps on 
giving for the future. While your annual gift to The Rotary Foundation 
helps people around the globe live better lives today, your gift to The 
Rotary Foundation Endowment supports life-changing projects forever.  
You can ensure a brighter future for generations to come.

Gifts to the Endowment can be as simple as a provision in your will or estate plan that names 
The Rotary Foundation Endowment as beneficiary.   Gifts to Rotary's Endowment provide a 
stream of income that supports Rotary’s local and global philanthropic work in perpetuity.

A gift  of  $25,000  to  the  Endowment  in  1996  would  have  provided  spendable  earnings  for 
projects  over  20  years  of  over  $29,000,  which  is  more  than  the  original  gift  amount.  
Additionally, the fair market value would have grown to over $30,000.

One of the easiest ways to ensure a future of doing good in the world is to become a member of 
the Bequest Society.  All that is required is your commitment to include The Rotary Foundation 
Endowment Fund as a part of your estate plan with a minimum gift of $10,000.  For a gift of 
$25,000 you have an opportunity to name the endowment. Click here to download information 
on how to give.  Review your plan with your financial advisor or estate planner --then complete 
the form and return it to The Rotary Foundation.  You will receive a beautiful crystal and pin 
that  will  allow you to let  Rotarians and friends know that  you have a passion for positive 
change  and  are  committed  to  making  the  world  a  better  place  over  the  next  century  and 
beyond. 

District 5240 has brought together a team of financial and estate planning experts to help you 
understand the different ways to make a gift to the Endowment and the benefits to you of this 
gift.

Many thanks to the Rotarians who are members of this team.  Feel free to contact one of them 
with questions about your gift to the Endowment or a major gift to The Rotary Foundation:

• Region 1 – Bradley Barnes, RC Bakersfield  - bradley.barnes@entruity.com 

• Region 2 – Don Martin, RC Westlake Village Sunrise - donmartin.rotary@gmail.com 

• Region 3 – David Gore, RC Goleta Noontime - davcgor@gmail.com or dave@wcfinc.com

• Region 4 -  Melinda Thomas, RC San Luis Obispo de Tolosa - melinda.thomas@pensionmark.com 

Thank you for your investment in the future of Rotary and of our world. 
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  Rotary Club Midday of San Miguel de Allende's Mobile Library 
 
This is the second article about the development and use of the Mobile Library, a project 
initiated by the Rotary Midday Club of San Miguel de Allende and CASA, the Center for the 
Adolescents of San Miguel de Allende.  
 
Final development of the Vehicle  
The vehicle, a Chevrolet RAM Promaster 2500, was bought in 
Morelia,  Michoacán.  The  vehicle  was  delivered  to  Ferbel,  a 
company  in  San  Juan  del  Rio,  which  specializes  in  turning 
standard vehicles into specialized vehicles such as ambulances, 
police vehicles etc. The design of the mobile library vehicle was 
undertaken in a  cooperation between CASA and Rotary.  The 
subsequent work of Ferbel was of a quality which impressed 
both the Rotary and the CASA people paying several visits to 
ferbel during the fitting process. The Ferbel staff was extremely 
cooperative and came forward with several good ideas for small 
betterments of the design. On September 10 the Mobile Library, 
with a proper interim license plate,  was taken from ferbel  to 
CASA`s premises in San Miguel de Allende.
 
During the following days the Mobile Library was “studied” by 
CASA staff  and  even  paid  a  visit  to  a  rural  village,  where  the  young  children  had  the 
opportunity to get acquainted with the new library.  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THE ROTARY FOUNDATION 
WANTS TO HEAR FROM YOU 

If you have already included The Rotary 
Foundation in your will or estate plan, 
they would like to hear from you. Please 
contact the Foundation at  
legacy@rotary.org so that they can thank 
you for your gift.

mailto:planned.giving@rotary.org
mailto:planned.giving@rotary.org
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Inauguration of the Mobile Library  
On September  14  the  official  inauguration took place  at  CASA. 
Approximately 50 adults and a similar number of 5-8 years old 
children  participated.  Among  the  adults  were  4  representatives 
from  Rotary  District  5240  in  California.  They  came  from  clubs 
being the major financial sponsors to the project.  

Initially CASA staff members gave a presentation on the various 
aspects  of  the  work  of  CASA and the  library.  Subsequently  a 
choir of the children performed several songs plus the ceremony 
paying tribute to the Mexican flag and national hymn, all very 
moving. Finally the head of the library Claudia Varela and the 
Rotary project manager Ivar Schacke each gave their perspective 
of the project.  

Then was the time to go outside to admire the vehicle inside and 
outside. The admiration was total and expressed in words such 
as “fabulous”, “impressive”, “unique”. Many photos were taken, 
of which some appear below.  
Finally it was time to enjoy snacks and drinks.

World Polio Day reviews the bold steps taken to end polio

Rotary and its partners in the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) have had to take bold action 
in the historic fight to eradicate polio. At Rotary’s 6th annual World Polio Day event on 24 October 
in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  USA,  highlighted the  monumental  and innovative  steps  that  are 
getting us closer to our goal. We also celebrated 30 years of achievements by the GPEI.

In  1988,  when Rotary  and its  partners  founded the  GPEI,  the 
paralyzing disease affected 350,000 children.  Our collaboration 
with the World Health Organization, UNICEF, the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, and later the Bill & Melinda 
Gates  Foundation,  local  health  workers,  and  national 
governments has helped reduce the number to just 15 cases of 
wild poliovirus this year.

This  year’s  event  was  livestreamed  from   The  College  of 
Physicians of Philadelphia, known as the “birthplace of American medicine.” It is one of the oldest 
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http://polioeradication.org/
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professional medical organizations in the United States.

Global health experts and celebrities discussed our remarkable progress toward a polio-free world. 
Patience  Asiimwe,  the  protagonist  of  Rotary’s  upcoming  virtual  reality  film,  “Two  Drops  of 
Patience,” introduced the movie. A sneak peek from Rotary’s documentary “Drop to Zero” was also 
featured.  Jeffrey  Kluger,  senior  editor  for  Time  magazine,  discussed  his  experience  traveling  to 
Nigeria with Rotary to report on polio eradication. 

World Polio Day is observed in late October to honor the birthday of Dr. Jonas Salk, who led the 
development of the first polio vaccine. Did your club or district host a World Polio Day event? Tell 
us about it and promote it to the world. If you missed the World Polio Livestream Event you can see 
the recorded event here.
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Save the date 

Grant Qualification Webinar 

January 9th 

6 p.m. PST 

Details to follow.

https://www.endpolio.org/promote-your-event
https://www.endpolio.org/promote-your-event
https://www.endpolio.org/world-polio-day
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Foundation Banner Recognition Status Report 
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Foundation Banner Recognition Status Report (cont’d) 
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Foundation Banner Recognition Status Report (cont’d) 
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Foundation Banner Recognition Status Report (cont’d) 
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Foundation Banner Recognition Status Report (cont’d) 
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Polio This Week as of October 16, 2018 

Headlines:  

• Summary of new viruses this week: Afghanistan –one wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) 
positive environmental sample. Pakistan –four WPV1 positive environmental samples. 
Papua New Guinea – one case of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 1 (cVDPV1). – 
Nigeria – two cases of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) and seven 
cVDPV2 positive environmental samples. See country sections below for more details.

• As the year draws to a close, endemic and outbreak countries are making concerted efforts to 
eradicate the last strong holds of polio, by conducting large-scale immunization activities 
before the end of the year.

 Afghanistan:  No cases of wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) have been reported this week. The total 
numbers of WPV1 cases in 2018 is 19. One WPV1 positive environmental sample was reported this 
week from Jalalabad district, Nangarhar province, collected on 24 October. Nominal variations (up 
or down) in the number of newly-reported cases at this point of the polio endgame – although tragic 
for the affected children and their families – are not operationally overwhelming, especially 
considering the population size in the 3 remaining endemic countries (upwards of 90 million 
children aged less than five years).  However, confirmation of even a single polio case anywhere 
points to remaining vaccination coverage gaps which must be filled, to achieve eradication.
Pakistan: No cases of wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) have been reported this week. The total 
number of WPV1 cases in 2018 in the country now stands at eight. Four WPV1 positive 
environmental samples have been reported across Pakistan: one in Quetta district, Balochistan 
province, one each in Nowshera and Peshawar districts, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, and one in 
Lahore district, Punjab province, collection dates ranging from 11-24 October. It is important to note 
that cases are reported this year from only 4 districts across the country, and that no WPV cases 
(except one from Gadap, greater Karachi) have been reported from core reservoir areas in 2018.  
Nigeria:  No cases of wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) were reported. The most recently-detected 
WPV1 case, from Borno state, had onset of paralysis on 21 August 2016. Two circulating vaccine-
derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) cases were reported this week, one from Katsina state and one 
from Kaduna state (newly infected district and province, part of the Jigawa outbreak) with onset of 
paralysis on  9 October and 10 September respectively.

For more information visit the Global Polio Eradication Initiative Polio This Week webpage.
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http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
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The District 5240 Foundation newsletter is published once a month and issued the 20th of the month.  Submission 
deadline for articles is the 15th of the month.   Submit articles to: DRFC5240news@gmail.com


