Rotary Club of Gilbert, Arizona June 3, 2021 on Zoom
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WELCOME TO GILBERT ROTARY
Attendance: George Pettit, Donna Backhaus, Cori Christenson-Barimo, Debe Mahoney,
Jim Schermetzler, Mike Flores, Diana Tacey, Curt Ward, Mark Grady, Emma Njoki and Bill Nuzbach

Our program this morning was a video presentation from Forrest Reasoner from Stoveteam
International on providing cook stoves to alleviate the dangers associated with indoor open fire
cooking.
Check the video out here:
Stoveteam International video:

https://video.mindstamp.io/watch/DSrtypWyPFIa

The story begins with a video specially produced for Rotary Clubs about the origins and the work of
Stoveteam International featuring Forrest Resener, Operations Director.

Stoveteam was founded by an Rotarian in Eugene Oregon, and the efforts have been supported by
numerous Rotary Clubs, Rotary districts, and Rotary International. Open fire cooking:
 Kills more people than AIDS
 Emits an insane amount of carbon than the world’s factories
 Stripping forests of trees to make charcoal
 in ½ the world’s homes
 3 billion people cook over open fires
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The most dangerous activity for women in developing countries is cooking meals for their family – an
average of 8 in the house. Women often have babies in the front and/or rear and, with the smoke, it
becomes impossible to breathe. Cooking over an open fire creates black carbon, more dangerous
than all the cars and trucks in the world combined, but…there is a solution, which is the production
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and distribution of ultra-clean cook stoves that nearly completely eliminate smoke, and reduce fuel
consumption. The new stoves:
 produce 95% less smoke
 save 50% fuel
 black carbon is gone
 women feel healthier
 children less sick
 will save thousands of lives
 save millions of trees
 produce local viable jobs
 reduce air pollution

How did it all start?

Nancy Hughes

Nancy Hughes joined Rotary after the death of her physician husband from cancer. She volunteered
for a medical team going to Guatemala. Being a mom, she was put in the kitchen. She was horrified
to see women cooling inside over open flames, and the kids affected by creosote. She went back
three years in a row and met Irena, 18 who wanted to thank her team. At age 2 she fell into an open
fire and her hands were burned shut for 16 years and said, “Your team has opened my hands.”
Who was that team? In the meantime after the first visit she went to her Rotary Club and asked them
to help her. She took Rotarians on a trip to Guatemala on a mission to install better stoves.
How did this come about? They installed a small number of stoves, and she was startled to learn that
the need was >6 million. She gave up. After that a man knocked on her door…the leading designer of
rocket elbow cook stoves lived 20 miles from her. He pleads with her not to stop what she was doing.
His name was Larry and this is how Stoveteam was born.
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She accompanied Larry to El Salvador where they introduced the Ecosina stove – a much more
efficient to still use their traditional cooking methodologies. They needed to find a way to distribute
them.

Ecocina Stoves
Stoveteam was founded on a different type of model, which was to train and empower stove teams
from the area to start their own projects in their own regions. They met Gustavo Pena and supported
him to start a factory in El Salvador. They have projects in three additional countries, Honduras,
Nicaragua and Guatemala. These projects are run by local people and empowering local people.
Stoveteam assists in support with administrative help, grant writing. There have been over 33
volunteer trips with over 500 volunteers. They have distributed 78,000 cook stoves that have directly
impacted the lives of ½ million people.
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Gustavo Pena

Unfortunately open fire cooking remains an issue. At the end of 2020, Stoveteam found that 4 billion
people around the world were still cooking that way. Open flame cooking affects primarily women and
children. The woman is stuck inside the house with the children cooking with no ventilation. Smoke is
the real issue. There a 4 million deaths per year, significant death in children under the age of 5. All
are susceptible to debilitating burns.
Flavia is in her 70’s. She carried a huge load of wood, she has a damaged neck and back and the
smoke has severely affected her eyes. They can spend over 30 hours a week collecting wood and
that duty often falls to the children, depriving them of school. This contributes to the overall poverty in
the area.

Flavia
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Beyond health and humanitarian issues, open-fire cooking is an environmental issue, with significant
carbon dioxide emissions from the open fires. Dangerous black carbon Is emitted when fuel is burned
with no filtration. The need for tremendous amounts of wood drives deforestation.
Again, there is a solution that exists right now that is not very expensive and very effective.
Stoveteam’s Justa model is another incarnation of stove that is built in place within a home by team
experts and contains:
 brick and mortar
 fire bricks in the interior
 in between bricks is crushed pumice for insulation, making the stove cool to the touch
 each has the traditional griddle on top
 and most importantly, each has a chimney rendering little to no smoke inside the home
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The Justa model also employs the rocket elbow design, so half as much wood is required; there is no
danger of burns; only 14% of smoke is released into the atmosphere.
The cost of the Justa stove is $100 to produce:
 includes the build
 the materials
 follow up after each installation to be sure the stove meets the family’s needs
In San Martín Jilotepeque, Guatemala, the goal is to install 5,000 cook stoves by the end of 2021,
with theory goal being $138,000.00 in donations. The team made sure Flavia got her own cook stove.
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There is a tremendous need. These are horrifying statistics. When teams go into a region, they bond
with the families and realize we are much more alike than it seems. We are just friends a couple
thousand miles away.
Elida Olivas owns and runs the factory in Nicaragua and is prospering.

Gustavo Pena has expanded his role by going into the schools to teach children about the dangers of
open flame cooking, and provides an institutional cook stove with each visit.
“Thank you for being Rotarians”, Forrest concluded. The concept was founded by a Rotarian, and
remains supported by Rotary. 600,000 families have benefited in Central American and there is a
need for another 20 million around the world and 4 billion people are still suffering. Every stove
begins with a donation.
For more information, visit www.stoveteam.org
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Photo from the latest project day.
Paz de Cristo Discussion – 100 more shower kits are left from our Rotary Service Project plus extra
brushes and toothpaste and will deliver them to Joe. Let’s try and keep this gping as a sustainable
project for our club. Joe reports they go through approx. 50 kits per week on shower days.
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8 Rotarians volunteered at the most recent Paz dinner service event.
Alternative Meeting Location Search:
Debe, Mike, and Joe met to visit some potential meeting places. Mike is getting bids to present to the
Board at the next meeting.
Yardi-Gras – Don’t forget to RSVP to the changing of the guard ceremony at Chuck’s home.
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