Rotary Club of Gilbert, Arizona November 12, 2020 at 7 A.M on ZOOM

Peaceful photo from our member Dan Oaks

1

WELCOME TO GILBERT ROTARY
Attendance: George Pettit, Donna Backhaus, Mike Flores, Dave Hutchinson, Debe
Mahoney, Bill Nuzbach, Mark Grady, Mark Grady, Dr. Vince Pellegrino,
Jim and Pat Schermetzler, Curt Ward, Cori Christenson-Barimo, and
Toyin Atolagbe
Guest of Club: Rob Harmon
The club welcomes guest Rob Harmon for the second time. Rob is a power plant
control operator in Tempe. His focus is on solar power. He was an electrician in
the service and is known to be handy with home electrical issues. He helped with
the set-up at Barleens. Thank you so much and welcome back.

ROTARY MOMENT
https://vimeo.com/354983643
Mike chose a video on Rotary and Polio. Polio has preyed on humankind for
thousands of years. In the 1950’s there was an intense outbreak of polio in the
US. The polio virus is spread by contaminated food and water. In 1 of 200 people,
the infection travels to the spine which controls muscles.
 In 1954, Dr. Jonas Salk developed an injectable vaccine
 In 1959, Dr. Albert Sabin developed an oral vaccine
As of 1979, 61 countries have used the vaccine to eradicate polio. 250,000
worldwide were paralyzed. The drive for eradication came from Rotary
International, and it seemed like an impossible dream; however, volunteers went
to work delivering vaccine all over the world. After being snubbed by the World
Health Organization, when Rotary raised $240 million, WHO decided to join in the
effort. In 1988, the World Heath Organization entered into a public/private
pertnership with Rotary to negin the Global Polio Eradication Initiative. UNICEF
and the CDC joined, with the World Health Organization directing the strategy.
The goal of the initiative was to eradicate polio worlwide by the year 2000. It was
not long before 125 countries infected decreased to nine. RI Past Presdient John
Germ warned of not getting complacent. The stakes are higher. Rotarians need to
advocate for continued support and keep contribution.
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The only two contries not seeing a total eradication are Afghanistan and Pakistan.
We are so close. November is Rotary Foundation month. The Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation still matches donations. Word is, the foundation is now taking
on COVID-19. This is so timely, in the times we are experiencing with a worldwide
pandemic of COVID-19 where the organization could also he helpful with our
volunteers mobilizing a huge effort to distribute a much-anticipated vaccine to
rural areas of the US.
Thanks Mike for another timely topic.

Club Updates
Senior Cards – Pat and Jim Schermetzler
Pat and Jim Schermetzler distibuted cards, made by club members, to seniors.
Now the discussion began to sign Holiday cards to Seniors from the club. Any
amount would be appreciated and is needed. The idea was for every member to
purchase a couple boxes of cards and sign them wishing Happy Holidays from the
Gilbert Rotary Club. If the envelopes are tucked in, it will give the residents
something to open. Members were receptive.
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Dictionaries –George Pettit
Dictionaries have all been delivered to Gilbert Public Schools. Chuck Holland
delivered to East Mesa schools. There is a little less than a box in excess with
Diana also having extras. Thank-you communications are rolling in.
This is why we do this:
Hello,
I am a teacher and a parent within Gilbert Public Schools and my third grader came home with
her new dictionary last week. She was elated! I loved that it was not only a dictionary, but
encompassed knowledge on various topics. She was so excited and read all about the longest
words, the different states, looked at the maps of countries in awe, and even looked through the
helpful math tables. I just wanted to say thank you to you and your program for donating these
to my daughter's school (Quartz Hill Elementary School) and aiding in supporting a child's
enthusiasm for learning.
Crystal Payne (Parent of Cadence-a 3rd Grader at QHE)

The Barleens Event was a great example of what Rotary can do when clubs work
together. It’s OK to partner with other clubs, in fact Rotary encourages it. A
pared down 250 attended and all Gilbert Rotary auction baskets were sold. The
club collected over $2,000. The auctions had great interest and people seemed
to have fun bidding. We had the most members in attendance but the donation
might be appreciably smaller to the RI Foundation. Way to go!!!
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Our President Debe was gracious in thanking Superstition Mountain for the
opportunity to partner with them on this great event.

Before the show started DG Elizabeth was present to welcome everyone and
Superstition Mountain Rotary’s Harvey Clark presented a Paul Harris Fellowship to
the Barleen family in tribute to their father.
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The baskets were beautiful:
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And thanks to our members who did an Ah-mazing job: Debe, Jim, Pat, Curt,
Colleen and Rob who helped with the set-up.
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And the show…

And a great finale:

What a wonderful night.
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Upcoming Meetings and Events
o November 19, 2020 –Club Meeting – Zoom – 7 AM
o November 20, 2020 – Board Meeting – Gilbert House Restaurant
o November 24, 2020 -3:30 to 6pm You must register as a volunteer on
the Boys and Girls Club Website
o November 26 – No Meeting – Happy Thanksgiving
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