Rotary Club of Gilbert, Arizona Zoom Conference
May 14, 2020 at 7 AM

Good Morning Rotarians!!

Gilbert Rotary Sheltering at Home
We are SO fortunate to me able to meet together still. Thanks to Scott Jones for
hosting our meetings.
Members were able to share good news from, the past week.

Attendance: Scott Jones, Debe Mahoney, George Pettit. Dan Oakes,
Mike Flores, Jim Schermetzler and Donna Backhaus.
Guest Spear Cameron Lehman, Director for Enrollment at Brain Balance Mesa
Campus

Jim Schermetzler introduced our speaker Cameron Lehman. Cameron visited
the club one other time to talk about special needs education and it was great
to welcome him back.
Cameron and his family are experiencing the “new normal”. Lehman is home
with his wife and three small children. The situation is certainly placing a strain
on families: however, the one positive is that people are spending more time
together.

The hard truth is that parents who are homeschooling often see cracks in their
kid’s armor every day. They wonder what the plan is going to be for fall. What
will happen? He is speaking to us first and foremost as a parent, the parent of a
special needs child. Lehman believes so many kids are in need of special
education. He is enrollment director at Brain Balance Achievement Centers.
This center changes his son’s life.
0nly 14% of kids in the nation are receiving special needs education. Schools
tend to deny what they can’t see and kids become eligible only when they
cause problems for the school and teacher.
His son is very friendly, never forgets a name and is a great swimmer. But…his
social skills are awkward; he is impulsive and has sensory issues. He is autistic.
Lehman explained that everything we do in development is brain function
rather than skills.
He presented the Developmental Pyramid (Brain Development Progress):
Primitive Reflexes, Sensorimotor, Body awareness, Processing, and
Synchronization.
Children are raised very differently now than we were. Kids are on now
on-screen constantly, and not outdoors very much. Within the pyramids kids
get stuck.
Now that school is closed, there is an at-home program from Brain Balance as
well as an in-person program usually. There are simple movements that can
keep children on track developmentally.

Parents often tell him they are concerned as they have an 8 year-old kid in 4
years-olds body with their child. They need an assessment. It’s a big problem.

They feel overwhelmed. Often their goals aren’t realized despite tremendous
effort

Often he and his wife felt that no matter what they did, no matter how much
water they poured in the bucket, there were holes and the bucket leaked.

After help from the Brain Balance Center, Cameron’s son has made
tremendous progress. It has changed his life. The Lehman’s went from hearing
“he’s very sweet….but…to “he’s really sweet, he’s made the honor roll, and
he’s on the Student Council”. He’s really doing so well.
Answering questions from members, Brain Balance Centers are nationwide. In
Phoenix there are two…one in Mesa in the Dana Park Center and the other in
Peoria. During normal times, the Mesa Center averages around an enrollment
of 75. The center, as far as assessments, takes into context the pyramid and
looks at a child’s physical movements rather than knowledge base. Regardless
of the issue, the brain CAN be rehabilitated.
He will be happy to share his contact information. He thinks, as a result of
school shutdown and the challenges of home-schooling these children, there
will be an increase for calls for help. We thank Cameron for speaking with the
club again and sharing this vital information. Pass the word. For more check
out:
https://www.brainbalancecenters.com/locations/mesa/

“We have helped more than 40,000 kids get to the root of their struggles.
The challenges that are most commonly reported in the kids and teens
we work with include:








Attention to Detail
Follow Through with School Work
Time Management
Organization
Impulsivity
Mood and Behavior
Sensory Procession

Brain Balance does not require that a child has a medical diagnosis, nor do we
clinically diagnose medical conditions. Our focus is on understanding the
struggles these children experience and helping them develop and strengthen
the connections to help reduce those struggles.
www.brainbalancecenters.com/location/mesa/

President Debe presiding
RECAP FROM THE BOARD MEETING
Curt Ward, as last week, briefed the Board on the club’s contributions to Rotary
Foundation, Polio Plus and the Navajo Water Project.
The Board discussed the possibilities of resuming meetings face to face at Superstition
Springs and how that might look. Debe will send a survey to the membership
assessing online or in-person preference.

Aloha

Join us Thursday, May 28, 2020
For a
Gilbert Rotary Zoom Hawaiian
Virtual Happy Hour
Wear your favorite Hawaiian
shirt, Mix up a cocktail and join us
for some social distancing
fellowship Rotary Style
May 28, 2020 on Zoom 5 PM to 6 PM
Look for your invitation soon.

Next Week’s Meeting Thursday May 21, 2020
Club Assembly and EVIT Students-of-the-month

Let’s

7:00 AM

