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288 Corridor Visits Bangalore, India
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Krishnarao

The 288 Corridor Rotary Club, Dawson Interact Club, Rotary District
5890, Local Rotary Clubs in Bangalore, India, and the Bangalore Rotary
District have partnered with a private foundation in Pearland and with
the Rotary Foundation to assist schools in Bangalore, India. The
combined efforts of these groups have resulted in the addition of a
library in an elementary school, restrooms in an elementary school, and
the purchase and donation of education materials designed to teach
English to elementary school children.
In February 2015, six members of the 288 Corridor club had the
opportunity to visit Bangalore, see the results of the projects, and meet
our Indian partners. It is one thing to know that our club has helped
fund vital projects, but actually seeing the results of our Club’s efforts
was one of the most rewarding aspects of my Rotary service. The
opportunity to meet some of the hundreds of children who are
benefitting from the projects and to see the positive impact on their lives
filled all of us with pride and a sense of accomplishment. I left India
convinced that the results of the 288 Corridor Club’s participation in
these joint efforts will have a lasting effect on current and future
children of Bangalore.
All of the 288 Corridor Rotarians were also very impressed with the
tremendous role played by the Bangalore Rotary clubs in providing
needed services in their community. As only a few examples Bangalore
Rotary Clubs fund an eye surgery clinic, dialysis center, hospice care
center, and a hospital. These remarkable efforts of Rotarians fill needs
that cannot be met by other entities.
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Past President Gail Bitterman-Carey with
Bangalore school children supported by 288
Corridor Rotary

Rotarians sometimes speak of their “Rotary Moment”, which is the
event in their lives in which they realize how much Rotary and the motto
“Service Above Self” means to them personally. The trip to see the
results of Rotary’s efforts in Bangalore was my Rotary
Moment!
Bill Eisen, President Nominee
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TAKE ACTION - For further information please visit our home page at portal.clubrunner.ca/3913/

288 Corridor Rotary Sponsors
3 Interact Clubs
288 Corridor Rotary kicked off the 2015-2016
school year with the start of the only Community
Based Interact Club in District 5890. 288 Corridor
Interact is open to 12-18 year olds in private
school and public schools. This group of
Interactors is already making an impact in the
world with participation in a global grant to build
and operate a Spinal Medical facility in India.

TURNER INTERACT – TEENS FOR JEANS

Additionally, these Interactors are working on
raising funds for the Interact District Water
challenge and will be donating funds to One
World Foundation to assist providing fresh water
to an orphanage in Haiti.
Along with 288 Corridor Interact, the club
sponsors the Dawson High School and Turner
College and Career High School clubs. Each of
these clubs has received the Rotary Interact
Presidential Citation every year since their
inception.

COMMUNITY BASED INTERACT OFFIECERS
WITH MISS TEXAS

Dawson Interact boosts membership of over 100
students each year who participate in annual
events such as:
 Flock Party-Dawson event that showcases
the schools clubs and allows for
fundraising and membership drive
 288 Corridor Rotary Adoption Fair
 Tulips for Tuscany-Singing love songs and
delivering tulips at the retirement home
around Valentine’s Day

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Serving as President of this club has been both
exciting and rewarding. Two things I had hoped
to do were to add 10 new members and create a 3
year contingency plan for the President of the
club. We currently have a sitting president, an
incoming president and a president elect in
place. In addition, during the 2015-16 year we
have added 10 new members. We have several
more guests that have attended and are planning
to join soon. It seems as if I just started and now
my year is winding down. I am very pleased with
what we accomplished and plan to continue to
serve Rotary and hopefully find a place at the
district level that may need to be filled. Our club
is on fire and I plan to support the incoming
Presidents and continue to build and support the
club.

Turner Interact has approximately 50 members
and after just a few years of club operations
participates in:
 Teens for Jeans-collecting slightly used
jeans for underprivileged teens
 Food Drive-collects canned goods for
donation to the local food pantry
 Polio Awareness by hosting a Purple Hair
Painting day to raise funds to help
eradicate Polio.

Regards,
Sherry Stockwell

Cathy O’Banion, New Generations Coordinator

DAWSON INTERACT – TULIPS FOR TUSCANY
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CLUB ACTIVITIES
Making a Difference in the
Community - Adoption Fair
The 288 Corridor Rotary Club has been
organizing the adoption fair for the past four
years. The club works with Child Protective
Service to provide a safe and fun
environment for the young kids to interact
with friendly faces while meeting potential
adoptive parents.
In addition to Rotarians, the Interact kids
support and help at the event from set up to
clean up, and to interact and entertain the
little kids. As one Interactor described it,
this event provides an opportunity for the
community and young volunteers to “make
changes at a personal and emotional level”.

The Chili
Iron Chef
Deanna
with her
Sous Chefs
at the
Adoption
Fair made
sure all
were well
fed!

Paving the Way for Future Rotarians!
Dare to Excel
This annual scholarship program, sponsored by
the Pearland and 288 Rotary clubs, awards
scholarships of $500 or more to DHS and PHS
seniors pursuing higher education. Typically,
through the generosity of Rotary clubs, other
local service organizations, businesses, and
individuals, Dare to Excel awards over $40,000 in
scholarships.
The 288 Corridor Rotary Club contributed $6,000
to this program to support graduating seniors
who show exceptional career and leadership
potential, strong civic commitment, and an
interest in furthering their education.
Dawson High
School student
Bofeng Chen
accepts a
scholarship from
past president A
.J .Johnson.

Quality Speakers – Movers and
Shakers

Helping Local Partners - Adult
Reading Center
This Center is the only professional communitybased literacy provider in our service area that
utilizes volunteer tutors to support its mission of
providing instruction at no charge to adults with
limited literacy skills. Many of these individuals
have difficulty functioning effectively in the
community due to poor English speaking,
reading, or writing skills. Using a
comprehensive approach, the program takes
adult learners from learning to read, write and
speak English to obtaining a GED and a job,
earning a living wage while becoming
contributing members of our community. In
addition to donating $1,000, the Club members
volunteered their time and skills to renovate the
facility located at 2246 N. Washington Avenue,
Pearland.

A highlight of the club meetings is the
opportunity to share ideas with prominent
members of the community. The Club has
had the honor and the privilege of listening to
some wonderful speakers in the past. With
the excitement and growth of the club, we are
attracting better speakers and guests. Please
visit our website to get more information on
the past and future speakers.

Pearland Mayor Tom Reid shares his vision for the
City with the Club.

Local Literacy Service Project

Fundraising

The Club donated funds to HYPE Freedom School,
Inc. (HYPE), an organization that is giving children
the opportunity to “Fall in Love with Reading."
HYPE uses the Children's Defense Fund Integrated
Reading Curriculum which includes a superb
collection of books that focus on the theme "I Can
Make a Difference". HYPE gives books to the
children at the end of the program, building home
and family libraries to help make reading a priority
in the homes of children.

Fundraising is an important event for the club, to
ensure that the Club continues to undertake service
projects within our community and the world. An
exciting and fun even is planned for this year’s fund
raising event - Bingo Bonanza, on May 20, 2016.
Join us for exciting rounds of BINGO with prizes, silent
auction and more.

International Projects
The Club’s International service project that
totaled $87,000, with matching grants, has helped
over 5,000 primary school children in 181 schools
in India with basic literacy and math programs. In
addition to that, the Club has also funded
neighborhood back-pack library program in which
library books are circulated by a neighborhood
librarian. Six Rotarians and their families from 288
Corridor Club travelled to India to tour and
monitor the club's Global Grant service
project. This was part of a cultural and friendship
exchange program in which our touring members
created Rotary fellowship between the US and
India Rotary districts. We are in the process of
getting a new Global Grant of $95,000 to support
literacy programs of which $45,000 is India Rotary
District’s contribution.

Rotary Spotlight - Albert (AJ) Johnson III

2014-15 Club Executives & Directors

What is the most rewarding thing you have
experienced with Rotary so far?
Seeing the impact our international project made for
the children in India, and giving away scholarships to
local high school students in Pearland.

President
President-Elect
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
Club Foundation Chair
Membership
International Chair

AJ Johnson III
Sherry Stockwell
Bill Eisen
George Carpenter
Lindsey Smith
Alice Gehring
Sheri Roberts &
Sherry Stockwell
Lata Krishnarao

AJ is our past president, insurance agent, former NFL
player, and has been a Rotarian for 6 years.
Tell us a little about your occupation.
Nothing fancy, I put insurance puzzle pieces together
for families and businesses.
What interested you in Rotary?
Being able to actively give back to my community.

What hobbies do you have?
Sports
Do you collect anything?
T-shirts to make blankets with.
What is an interesting fact about you that
most people would not know?
I don’t like to watch movies.

2015-16 Club Executives & Directors
President
President-Elect
President Nominee
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
Club Foundation Chair
Membership

Sherry Stockwell
Harish Krishnarao
Bill Eisen
Sheri Roberts
Annette Kaltwasser
AJ Johnson
Alice Gehring
Karri Axtell

Rotary Philosophy -The Four Way Test
Of the things we think, say or do
1.
2.
3.

Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIP?

4.

Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?
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