F E B R U A R Y

2 0 ,

2 0 2 0

Juneau-Gastineau Rotary

Established 1988

Channeler

Today’s Greeter

Alaska has unique
system to support
those with behavioral
health needs

Colleen Torrence
Next Week
Annette Smith

Today’s Program
Eric Boyer
Mental Health Trust

February 27
Admiral Matt Bell
Coast Guard

March 5
Rep. Jonathan Kreiss-Tompkins
Outer Coast School/Leg. Update

March 12
Andy Romanoff
Juneau Carbon Offset Fund

District 5010 Governor
Andre’ Layral
Rotary International President
Mark Daniel Maloney

Thursday
February 27
4-6 pm
Glory Hall
Dinner Prep
(It’s a makeup!)

Saturday
March 7
Food Drive
@ Foodland
(It’s a make up!)

Alaska has a one-of-a-kind framework for serving
those experiencing behavioral health challenges.
According to the Alaska Mental Health Trust
website, in the years preceding statehood, Alaska
had few resources to provide for the mentally ill or
those with developmental disabilities, many of
whom were sent by the federal government to
outside institutions after being charged and convicted for being “insane and at
large.” In 1956, Congress transferred the responsibility for providing mental
health care to the territory and ultimately the state, establishing the Alaska
Mental Health Trust and granting it one million acres of land to generate
income for a comprehensive mental health program. However, in 1984, the
Alaska Supreme Court determined the state breached its fiduciary responsibility
to manage Trust land. In 1994, in a final landmark settlement, the Trust was
reconstituted with $200 million and one million acres of land. The Permanent
Fund Corp. was assigned management of the cash and the Trust Land Office
was created to manage non-cash assets. The Trust Authority was established to
administer beneficiary programs.
For more than 25 years, the Trust has administered the assets and served
Alaskans who experience mental illness, developmental disabilities, chronic
alcohol or drug addiction, Alzheimer’s and related dementia, and traumatic
brain injuries. The Trust is the only organization of its kind in the United States.
It works similarly to a private foundation, funding projects and programs that
promote long-term systematic change and improve the lives of beneficiaries.
Eric Boyer, top, is a program officer for the Trust Authority who oversees
workforce development in the health care industry and behavioral health.
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How the Assemblage competition works
JGR’s second annual Assemblages Recycle Competition,
March 21, has two parts: an art contest and a timed
competition amongst a dozen four-person teams to build a
creation on the spot. All proceeds will benefit youth
programs supported by the club.
Art Competition – Artists are to bring their submission
to Northwind Architects, 126 Seward, Thursday, March 5,
between 3-5 pm. An application and $35 entry fee are
required; the fee is waived if the piece can be sold on the
event day to benefit the club.
Pieces will be displayed around town during the First
Friday art walk, March 6. Items will be moved by JGR to
the JACC for judging March 21. Submissions will be
accepted at that site on the day of the event until 10 am.
Grand prize is two round trip tickets on Alaska Seaplanes.
Construction Competition – Teams of four have between 1-4 pm, to create an object from provided items,
tools, and glue. Each team will be given a “main component” and may select additional pieces from a parts table.
Registration is $25 per person and includes a door prize
ticket and five chips to vote for a favorite creation.
Observers are encouraged! Those over 10 pay $5,
which includes a door prize ticket (two drawings for
Wings of Alaska tickets) and five voting chips. Participants
and observers can buy additional chips and prize tickets.
You Can Buy It! Designated art entries will be for sale
and the top six Assemblage winners will be auctioned.
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Peace Forum precedes
5010 annual conference
For the first time, a Rotary
Peace Forum will precede the
district conference (as opposed
to training). The forum is open
to non-Rotarians and targets
young leaders (with reduced
rates). The 5010 conference is
May 1-3, Fairbanks. The forum
is April 30. For more info:
rotarydistrict5010.org
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January - Vocational Service / February - Peace & Conflict Resolution / March - Water & Sanitation
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