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   Anne Zink grew up in Colorado and 
moved through her training from college in 
Philadelphia to Medical School at Stanford 

and then Residency at University at Utah. As a mountaineering 
guide she fell in love with Alaska and, after a residency in 
Emergency Medicine, made Alaska her home. She works out of a 
yurt behind her house in Palmer. 
     Zink likes that Alaska is a microcosm of US health care where 
certain forces like distance, lack of referral centers, and community 
involvement can help contribute to better systems of care. She 
quickly became involved in helping improve systems of care as the 
medical director of her group, then in her hospital. She worked 
state and federal legislation, including 
state statutes to improve care coor-
dination, opioid addiction treatment, 
integration among private systems 
and the VA, DOD, and IHS facilities. 
     Zink became Alaska’s Chief Medi-
cal Officer in July 2019; eight months 
later, she became the chief advisor on 
Alaska’s strategy to contain the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Her approach 
has gained her a Facebook fan club.  

Fans follow her at 
#ThinkLikeZink 
(or on Twitter) 


