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A mind opened
through a deep
experience away
from one’s norms
Becoming a more open-minded person is
one way Kevin Kooistrta’s exchange
experience in Juneau has changed him. “I
can accept stuff that is maybe differ-ent
than what I believe and try to understand
it,” said this year’s JGR inbound.
Kevin arrived in August and is
scheduled to return to the Netherlands
June 18. “All of my families are super great,” he said. “They are what made my
exchange easy.” He has lived with three families: Micaela Fowler and her two
children (including Cedar Croteau, about Kevin’s age); Sarah Lewis and Sean
Boiley (and their son, Axel, above); and currently Robin and Mark Dale. Kevin
met their daughter Anna through sports (and the Dales have two older sons).
Kevin reports that making friends was easy, especially because he developed
close relationships with other exchange students and because he’s “social.” The
JDHS student says he didn’t really enjoy school – “it was pretty easy” – but he’s
pleased that he tried a lot of new things, especially hockey. “I absolutely love it,”
he exclaimed and he plans to pay it back in his home country.
He described a few of his favorite moments: going to Hawaii with his first
host family, participating in Project Amigo in central Mexico (“It was good for
me to see those things”), and going to Seattle with Julie and Gordy Olson. He
says it was “special and cool” to have flown in a small plane with Pam Varni
and her husband. He also enjoying going to the state tennis tournament,
snowboarding, camping, and doing Rotarian projects with club members.
“My exchange has been the best and most fun thing ever in my whole life,”
says the 17-year-old. “I am grateful.”
JGR will not sponsor an outbound exchange student for 2020-21 and it’s not
clear if the club will host an inbound during that period.
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Autumn bulbs
are spring’s
welcome!

A couple years ago, Julie Olson took the initiative to spruce up the garden at the Bridge
Adult Day Care Center on Glacier Highway.
In a couple hours, the area had been cleaned out and spruced up.
This is the third spring that she has coordinated the work party
which, last Saturday included, L to R below: John Pugh, President
Julie (and her husband Gordy who took the photo), President-Elect
Doug Eckland, Rosemary Hagevig and John Wynne. Thanks, team!

Just as bulbs that are
to bloom in spring
need to be planted
nearly a half-a-year
earlier, so does
planning for the
August-September
fundraiser. The club
decides on offerings
for the upcoming
sale just as the
previous year’s bulbs
are bursting forth in
spring. Dan Bleidorn
is leading this year’s
effort with a committee. Online sales
open August 1. If
you don’t have a
garden, think about
donating bulbs to a
non-profit. And, you
can hire planters for
$40 per hour.
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