History of the
OXFORD ROTARY CLUB

In the early fall of 1937, o group of Oxford business and pm[mimul me
and memmbers of the Oreford Busingss Men's Clubwere guests of the Romes Rotary
Clab at a mecting held in the Colonial House. Ed Jacobs, 0 member of the spon-
st Romeo Clib and who was special representative of District Govemor Roy
Shaw, anhed by Gieorze Rrohimk of the Highlind Park Club, Steve Meads and 111,
Jolmson, Sr, signed p enough menibers to mitine the start of the Oxlond Rotary
Clit, O Noweimnber 3, 1937, i organieational naceting wis held i the basement of
the E3s Fored Hank ~ now e hoie of the N E, Osklnd Ca. Historical Seciety - and
the: Ttk offeers wire elected to seive for the balince of the Rotary ver: Dr
CiE. (Steve) Mends, Preshdent; Ray Allen, Viee Presiden; Frank tlive, Treasuree,
FEd Hagermnn, Seeretary; Harold Cark, George Tunstead and Ji Achiten, Directors.
HB. Joheson, Se. completed the seoretiny's femm whea it ws mqtalhy Ihenrigiull
segreiny.
The chib hebd its Charter Night on January 20, 1938 The affair ook place in the
aunditiariunn f the ok high school located af the north end of the village and was al-
b b 350 Koarsans from surrounding arca chibs. Frior i this date, e charice
for tlee Chfond Club was approved on December 17, 1937, by Rotary Inemational
i 1 14 g lighs of the ptgran wans miesic by the fansous Dxtord High Schoat
Wand vimder thie divection of chamer memnber, Ken Bovee,

Chiclond Redary: hawl and still has the distinction of being the only Retan
Clish b sponisor anather elub before receiving its own charter. Thngh the efforts
of Stgvie Muads, B, Johinson, 5., CGreorge Bohnisack. Kin Bovee and Herb Ralm,
Wi b sl s Formead i reeeived is chiarter dated January 25, 1938

| s i i ey et (0 e spoeisioriod the Milfind Clink with Steve Meds
agting s Districe Governor Ray G, Fumb’s special represcatative,

Orchord Rotnry's primary project in the early vears was siding and assisting
e hamdicapped children, Money to support the program wos mised by n nimbe
of aetivities. Among them were stage performances such os; * e Shooting of [an
Mutinew™, “Rodary Rowhios™ mnd manstrel shows, The finst two were wrilien ond
directed by Earl Mavwille, a focal M, English instrucion, These performances were
sl Bk o0 v sicussive ovenings and plaved to packad louses.

it 19:00°s, Rintary — Faitices Mlght was sponsored i e siggestion of
minber Bob Mackey, Latee the aners reciprocated and hosted Roary:

e Juise Rotartan Project osiginated i he sesond year of the clib. Twi
sgtior class Bovs wiere invieed b attend meaings for one month, n the cowrse of 4
veal, every bow had an opponunity o mect for i month with Rotariais, The selee-
o, mow, is made by o commitice and.can b either bovs or girls and they ane lime
ibed b ome mecting. '

Members in the early vears of the club enjoved an active panticipation in
spiorts with raps b0 hockes, foothall, horse meing events and softhall games with
Chriat Bolary and O ford Lions, Social nctivifies meluded Iadies” night picuics and

bencher receplions, The pienics an still mcluded in the vearky. program.

A meeetings were hebd with the local Lions Clb, Each club aliernated
s host and the might's entertammsent usially wchided cand games,

The chub has initiated of has been actively involved in a nusilsr of yoth
activities: eollege hoan and schotarship Rands, band and ehorus scholarsips: dong-
fios 1o “Tilthe Deonguie”, soccet beams, soouls: a prograi o hanor acsdenis dchicve-
ment for HLS. shwdents: donations to Camp COakland, and sponsoring boy's stale
stuickorts; Cash granits have ben iven 1o the villags and fosnship foe park -
s, O ssneussfial vennae was th “grecning” of the village, Rotarians planied
trs ane shruls theomghot the villags and the elib, i 1976, received & “Reeping
Michignn Beautiful” citation from the Stite of Michigan, Not o be omined were
bonntions o the “Yet's” buikling for sandblasting and a new flag.

With the decreasing number of arca farmers and the increising mimber of
seriors, Rotary annually sponsors o Christmas parly for the orea senior citizens,
The event i exceptionally well-atended and enthusiasticalty received by thise at-
tending. In kecping with diange, the <hib, in 1981, mauguratal 2 “Bisiness and
Iiclisarsal Dy, swith a lineheon sebeoning the imbustrial leadees of the anca. This
His Bt & contimeing progran and i abso well anended ind received,

Fuinds have boen alkocatsd for other purposes and projects, In cooperation
witl the school district, @ special grant was made availoble for reraining umders
enmploved and umemphived persons. Maney s been send o Bofary Infermational
T the " Palioeplus™ program i addition fodhe Tomds for Foundation program amd
lonatiions s B for s new school o abonigmes of Assdralia,

Tl st pcert and ambitiss prograi was the alkscating of “seed ey
Bl ke v e oinraee oy developeient, Tl original commines, “Focus
ol (ebided several Rodarians, The aatgome ol the comimipee's ellors wis ihe
formation of the present setive DA, in Oxlond.

Meating places for Rotary have been few bt vaned. These included the
Cobonial House, the two Garden restaonmts, the Congregationd] Church and ihe
Voteran™s buikfing. Meals af the Veberan s bailding were firss prepared by Mrs: bash
and Mes, Carlson. Later Jiri Riushaian eieres the meals, In tie fast decad, Osford
Hills s Becomne e hosig of Chfiand Rotary.

Fiandds are ecessary 1o origimate and sustuii e varo propects, Kotarians
leavie boen actors, have sobd frit cakes and Christmas ees, final themselves a
meetings, tried muction and fravel series amd sponsored el sornibles. Comently the
“higie” i the cash {formerly, the onaise ) rifle,

I thbe prigrmm oof ihe 23% anniersary of Crfond Roary, the following state-
et wais minde: “There re muny other netivitics that the chib hos devised and car-
riedl oul diring the past twentyfive vears and, o diibt, there swill be many more
in thie years o come with fhe hopes that Oxford and the sumounding area will be a
more pheasant place o live.”

This statement i <4l apropos s Orfond Kotary beads fo its 607 hithiay.
History: provided by Duame Anderson, Roger Cherg, Geonge Hesketh




