B A C K G RO U N D A N D HI ST OR Y
Recognizing the increasing demands on Rotary leaders’ time, as well as each Rotary
district’s need to identify and train Rotarians for district leadership roles, Rotarians took
action. In 2004-05, District 5510 created a new and innovative online learning approach to
Rotary leadership development: The Arizona Rotary Leadership Academy.
In 2006-07, the Academy was expanded to become an all Arizona program involving
Districts 5490, 5500, and 5510 and governed by the Arizona Tri-District PETS committee.
Through the academy’s nomination process, selected past club Presidents throughout
Arizona were able to participate in exceptional online training at home via their own
computers through the guidance of talented and experienced Past District Governors and
senior Rotarians from Arizona districts. These students were able to work at their own pace
on their own schedules within the academy program guidelines.
Following the 2016-17 reorganization, Districts 5495 and 5500 established a Memorandum
of Understanding to coordinate and manage the academy. As a result, the academy has
continued its work through this Rotary districts’ partnership. Annually, Past District
Governors, current Governors, current Assistant Governors, and RLA graduates, nominate
candidates for the academy. These nominees, past club Presidents, Rotary Leadership
Institute (RLI) graduates, and Rotarians interested in leadership roles beyond their clubs are
provided training which prepares them for the “next step,” a district leadership role.
Each fall, the student participants begin the academy’s annual program with an orientation
to our self-paced, computer-based online learning framework. The primary objectives of the
academy are: (1) to expand the foundation of Rotary and district leadership, (2) to provide
opportunities for excited and engaged Rotarians to expand their leadership talents, and (3)
work within the parameters and constraints of Rotarians’ busy lives. This quality online
training is facilitated by talented and experienced Past District Governors and senior
Rotarians. Within the academy program guidelines, students are able to work at their own
pace and on their own schedules.

