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Welcome to Kiwanis

Kiwanis is a global organization

of volunteers dedicated to 
improving the world 

one child and one community at 
a time.

We are here to improve lives through 
fellowship in service worldwide.



What we do – Built for Service

When Kiwanis club members serve kids, they 

support the Kiwanis causes: health and nutrition, 

education and literacy, and youth leadership 

development. Thanks to those causes, 

members make an impact that lasts — from 

infancy to early adulthood and beyond.



Kiwanis was founded in 1915 in Detroit, Michigan.
There are more than 7,000 clubs in 79 nations with 

over 445,000 members.  

 Sponsors nearly 150,000 service projects
 More than 7,700,000 million hours of service.
 Raised more than $100 million to give back to local 

communities.

Who we are



Benefits of membership 

 Improve your community 
and the world

 Change children’s lives

 Build friendships

 Enhance leadership skills

 Networking 



Kiwanis structure

Club Division

District
Kiwanis
International



Our Division

10 clubs in Division 10

- Appleton Fox Cities - Grand Chute

- Appleton 3-2-1 Club - Green Bay

- Ashwaubenon - Little Chute

- Darboy - Oconto

- De Pere - Sturgeon Bay

Our district holds a midwinter convention in two locations in 

the spring and an annual convention each August.



 Charter date: November 1972

 Each year we average around 8,000 
service hours. 

 We give back financially through 
grants and donations to community 
groups and nonprofits.

About our club



 Immediate Past President: 
Greg Lawrence

 President:

Dawn Gohlke

 President Elect:

Debbie Hoogestefer

2025-2026 Club Officers



 Secretary: Paul Shrode
(Also serving as WI-UM 
District Governor for 
2025-26)

 Treasurer: Eric 
Aronson



Club Business

Fiscal Year: October 1st - September 30th 

We are governed by a Board of Directors 
consisting of club officers and 9 directors (3 elected 
annually for 3-year terms).

The Board of Directors: meets the 2nd Friday of 
the month at 6:30 am. 

 Determines club policies and manages the club overall 
functioning.



Administrative account
Income from dues, meal charges, and new 
member fees. For administrative and operational 
expenses of our club.

Service account
Income from fundraising projects or 
contributions. Money that goes back into the 
community.  

Finances & Budget



1. Butterfly Festival. Free family event in June with activity 

providers, food, and fun with a live group butterfly release.

2. Car Show. Plans and coordinate all food and beverages for the 

annual car show at Pierce Park end of July. 

3. Foundation Advisory. Elected positions to oversee our 

Endowment and Charitable Fund through the Community Foundation.

4. Golf Fore Children. Coordinates the August event with proceeds 

going to partnering non-profits and our own children’s charities.

5. House. Sets up meeting space, materials, coffee, 50/50 tickets, AV, 

and greeters have been scheduled. 

6. Interclub. Arranges meetings with other clubs to engage with other 

Kiwanians and see the functioning of other clubs. 

Our club’s committees 



Our club’s committees

7. iPads for Autism. Oversees the gifting of iPads and speech 

recognition software to children in our area with autism. 

8. Kidz Expo. Coordinates planning, logistics, sponsor recruitment, 

and activities, for this community event providing a free, fun and 
adventurous family experience for over 4,000 people in the spring.

9. Kiwanis 'n Cops 'n Kids. One of our signature projects 

coordinating law enforcement officers reading books to children and 
the distribution of free books to improve literacy and reading skills. 

10. Membership & Fellowship. Oversees growth and 

retention activities and monitors the overall engagement and health 
of the club. Coordinates social activities with a focus on fun.  



11. Programs and Education. Secures our weekly 

presenters to ensure lively, entertaining, informative 
experiences. 

12. Service. Leads the club’s community volunteering and 

outreach partnering with businesses, other organizations 
and schools to provide engaging activities and 
opportunities for members to participate with their time 
and talents. 

13. Service Leadership Programs. Clubs 

sponsored by Kiwanis for elementary to college age and 
adults with disabilities focusing on leadership, character-
building and service opportunities. 

Our club’s committees 



The largest and oldest youth service clubs in the world 
with over 367,000 members worldwide.

Service Leadership Programs



Service Leadership Programs 

we sponsor:

1. Aktion Club, Appleton

2. Appleton North High School Key Club, Appleton

3. Foster School K-Kids, Appleton

4. Franklin School K-Kids, Appleton

5. Neenah High School Key Club, Neenah

6. St. Mary High School Central Key Club, Menasha

7. Park Community School K-Kids, Kaukauna



Some of our ongoing Service 

Projects:

• Boys and Girls Club Bowling and Pizza Party

• Community Clothes Closet 

• Halloween Trunk or Treat

• Fox Valley Tough Toddler Challenge

• Franklin Elementary School Carnival

• Glow in the Park

• Help for the Homeless

• Highway Clean-up



• Light Up Appleton

• Miracle League Ice Cream Event

• Old Glory Honor Flight Welcome Home 

• Salvation Army: Bell Ringing, Toys for Tots, Serving Lunch. 

• SOAR Annual Corn Roast

• YouthGo Picnic



Plus we have fun!



 Happy Dollars: Share something you are proud of.  Dollars go to the 

President’s fund for something special at his/her discretion.  

 Tracking Service Hours: Add to weekly sign in sheet or on the 

Volunteer list at the event.

 Round Tables: Social time on a Friday prior to a holiday at Copper 

Rock - same time.  

 Perfect Attendance: Participation in other Kiwanis related activities 

counts.

 Interclubs: 4 members attending another Kiwanis Club meeting or 

event.  

Other things to know



Become involved

Attend club meetings 

Participate in service, fundraising 
and social events

Attend district and division council 
meetings

Participate in inter-club meetings

Serve on committees 

Spread the word about Kiwanis



Newsletters
KI Update & District Newsletter: Kiwanews

Kiwanis magazine: kiwanismagazine.org

Websites

Club: foxkiwanis.org

Kiwanis International: kiwanis.org

Communications



ClubRunner Tool: 
Website: www.foxkiwanis.org

Other: 
facebook.com/AppletonFoxCitiesKiwanisClub

facebook.com/foxcitieskidzexpo

facebook.com/AppletonOldCarShow

facebook.com/BF.foxcities

facebook.com/Kiwanis-n-Cops-n-Kids-
Program-113370947233648



Kiwanis 501(c)3 Charitable 

Foundations

Kiwanis International Children’s Fund. 

Wisconsin-Upper Michigan District Foundation. 

Appleton Fox Cities Kiwanis Club Charitable and 
Endowment Fund. 

▪ Established in 2005. 

▪ Gifted over $112,000 since 2005.  



Questions?

Thank you for attending! 

We hope you will enjoy being a part 
of our club and serving the children 

of the world. 


