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A STRONG START TO 2017 

I am amazed at all that is going on with our clubs and the Ro-
tary Foundation! I wish to commend all the effort you are do-
ing through the Rotary Foundation. This year we have seen 
quite a few new global grants approved, and I hope the clubs 
will share their news with us. 

The  2016-2017  District  Grants  have 
been  reimbursed,  and  the  2017-2018 
District Grants are now being imple-
mented,  and  once  again,  the  DDF 
(District  Designated  Funds)  have 
been completely used up! Congratula-
tions to you!

The 2018-2019 DDF allocations are in-
cluded on page 9 below. 

This  issue  has  some very  unique  stories  and articles  that  I 
hope will continue to bring you awareness of all that we are 
doing  for  our  communities,  and  the  world  in  “Changing 
Lives”.

~ Wade Nomura
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MEXICO PROJECT SAFARI 

Wade Nomura led his 6th project safari to Mexico this month. The goal of the project  safaris 
is to seek worthy projects in our Sister District 4140 Mexico by actually visiting community 
sites and projects with local Rotarians, then presenting these projects to our clubs and club 
members to consider them AND introduce not only the project, but also the club and mem-
bers they will be working with. The timing of this Safari was based on the opportunity for 
our partners to come to our District Conference in Ventura to meet with their new partners 
in our district. 

This  year’s  team  included  Safari  leader  Wade  Nomura, 
Debbie  Murphy  (Carpinteria  Morning),  Karen  Glancy 
(Carpinteria Morning), Doralee Jacobson (Carpinteria) and 
Rob Klug (Lompoc). The team visited five states (Sinaloa, 
Guanajuato,  Queretaro,  Michoacan  and  Jalisco),  twelve 
communities,  and  met  with  eighteen  clubs  and  four  city 
mayors and municipal  leaders.   Thirty-four projects  were 
identified, and four projects will be implemented from this 
trip.

“This year’s team was treated to our Sister District Clubs’ very warm hospitality, and we 
wish to thank them for everything they did to make our visit fruitful and we look forward to 
years of friendships and partnerships” said Wade. 

Meeting with the clubs, Governor Ubaldo Lara, and the mayors of these cities really showed 
the D5240 members how Rotary and local government can make things happen. They visit-
ed a technical university completely funded by the Rotary Club of Puruandiro Purapecha 
(16 members). That institution has graduated 700 underprivileged students in fields includ-
ing chemical engineering — a five-year degree. RC Pururandiro Purapecha purchased the 
land, built the campus, pays for the books, and pays the faculty.  This school will be featured 
in an upcoming WeAreRotary.TV segment.

As a result of these visits, a list of projects will appear in next month’s newsletter. These 
projects will also be showcased at the upcoming District 5240 Conference in Ventura.  In ad-
dition to these projects, there are others in the pipeline which require more work and infor-
mation.  Information on these will be forthcoming. 

If you are interested in experiencing one of these Project Safaris, Wade plans on taking a 
team down again late April/early May, when he will be going down for their District Con-
ference in Morelia.  Contact him at wadeDG1112@verizon.net.  
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GET ONBOARD THE PEACE TRAIN:  
BECOME A PEACE BUILDER CLUB 

Rotary International has embarked on a new initiative to promote Peace throughout the 
world. This effort actually started some years ago with the sponsorship of Peace Fellowships 
for studies in conflict resolution at six universities around the world, and today there are 
over 1000 Peace Fellows. 

More recently District 5240 introduced the concept of Peace Builder Clubs  to spread the 
pursuit  of  peaceful solutions both internationally with our global grants and within our 
communities through our club programs. You might wonder why Rotary has chosen the 
new emphasis peace building? Because it makes good CENT$! 

Everyone is in favor of peace, but what does that mean to you personally? Well, the Institute 
for Economics and Peace (IEP), with whom RI has recently formed a partnership, has an-
swers to that question.  

Q:  What does the presence of violence in the world cost? 

A:  $5.40 per day, per person globally, $1,953 annually! That is $14.3 trillion or 12.6% of the 
world GDP. That is what the lack of peace costs each and every one of us.  

The Global Peace Index 2017 (http://visionofhumanity.org/app/
uploads/2017/06/GPI17-Report.pdf)  outlines  how  violence  and 
conflict  has  changed around the world over  the past  year  and 
what the trend has been over a period of years. The results of the 
2017 GPI find that the global level of peace has slightly improved 
this year by 0.28 per cent, with 93 
countries improving, while 68 countries deteriorated. 

Their research provides data that show the economic impact of 
both the lack of peace but also the positive value of promoting 
peace in the world. The report is extensive as it rates the peace 
status by region and by country. The most peaceful country in the 
world is Iceland. The United States is ranked 159th out of the 
196 nations in the world.  

The least peaceful countries in the world disproportionally suffer economically from levels 
of violence they experience. The average cost of violence was equivalent to 37% of GDP in 
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the ten least peaceful countries, compared to only 3% in 
the ten most peaceful. 

Why is the cost so high? All together the countries of 
the  world  spend  $5.62  trillion  on  military  spending; 
$4.92 trillion on internal security spending; losses from 
crime  and  interpersonal  violence  costs  $2.57  trillion; 
and losses from armed conflict adds another $1.04 tril-
lion.

If the world deceased violence by only 10%, there would 
be $1.43 trillion in spare economic resources and activity 
generated  that  could  be  used  in  positive  productive 
ways. 

But there is hope because the report shows that every 
dollar spent on peace building returns $16 in reduction 
to the global economic impact of violence. 

If you would like to know more about Peace Builders 
Clubs, please contact District Peace Builder Chair, PDG 
Deepa Willingham,  deepa@Willingham1.com or  Foun-
dation Peace Chair,  Mike Weaver,  amweaver@weaver-
group.org

Headquartered in New York, the Institute for Peace and Economics (IEP) is the world’s leading think 
tank dedicated to developing metrics to analyze peace and to quantify its economic value.  Their re-
search is used extensively by governments, academic institutions, think tanks, non-governmental or-
ganizations and by intergovernmental institutions such as the Organization for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development, The Commonwealth Secretariat, the World Bank and the United Nations.

A man who is not afraid is not aggressive, a man who has no sense of fear of any kind is re-
ally a free, a peaceful man. 

~  Jiddu Krishnamurti       
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SEVEN CANDIDATES FOR 2018 ROTARY  

PEACE FELLOWSHIPS 
DG Nick Frankle and the members of the subcommittee; Mike Weaver, DGN Savi Bhim, 
PDG Wade Nomura reviewed, interviewed and endorsed three local candidates for the Ro-
tary Peace Fellowship this year for entry into university-level Masters or Professional De-
velopment Certificate programs for peace professionals. DG Nick Frankle and Catherine 
Bonifant also interviewed and endorsed four “At Large’ candidates. The applications are 
now included in the process of further review by members of the Rotary Peace Centre 
Committee and the selection committee, with the results available in November. We wish 
them all well!  And the candidates are:

 

Wondwossen Amsala, Ethiopia.   

“A positive and genuine concern for social justice is at the core of my motiva-
tion for developing my own skills and capacity. Throughout my career I have 
taken an active role in a variety of developmental-focused international and re-
gional conferences in an effort to enhance and utilize my skills and knowledge. 
In my home country Ethiopia, most citizens have limited knowledge of conflict 
resolution issues. Nurturing professionals from within the country, with an un-
derstanding of the practical consequences of international human rights issues, 
will then be vital in Ethiopia's continued sustainable development.  

Both Cesc David, South Sudan. 

“Understanding the multifold and inter-related causes of violence and conflict 
and creating the conditions for moving out of authoritarianism into culture of 
peace and democracy remains a major challenge and needs a much better ana-
lytical skills and tools to be able to resolve conflict in an amicable way without 
causing further bloodshed in future. In order for peace to come in south Sudan 
and in other countries around the world also, it needs our collective efforts so as 
to arrest the situations before it gets out of hand.

Maria Mutuata, Kenya. 

“Since childhood, my dream was to pursue conflict resolution and humanitari-
an affairs. In law school, I was able to grasp a nuanced understanding of alter-
native dispute resolution mechanisms, International Humanitarian Law and 
Human Rights Law. These three courses fuelled my desire to pursue peace 
studies to the highest level in order to fulfill this dream and the realization of 
ensuring a future that includes each and every human being, regardless of sta-
tus.”
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Akbota Jumabayeva, Kazakhstan.

” I strive to learn more about the processes and the theory of conflict resolu-
tion and peace building. I understand that nobody can actually teach one to 
live in peace, but science is constantly studying human experience to offer so-
lutions to the world. The scientific approach has developed methods and al-
gorithms to help to decipher and mitigate conflicts. I want to develop myself 
in the direction of capacity building and integration of experiences.”

Mairelise Robinson , Simi Valley, California USA. 

“My undergraduate studies provided me with a strong foundation upon which 
to build my understanding of thescope of issues giving rise to terrorism. Since 
terrorism never arises from nor targets one community, issue, or agenda, this 
broad frame of reference is invaluable. My studies at UCSD will allow me to 
place the material taught at Bradford in context and will provide a basis for me 
to deeply understand the political, economic and social implications of terror-
ism.”

Shannon Gillespie McComb, Oxnard, California USA  

“My Biomedical Engineering degree, with a minor in Science, Technology and 
Society bridge the gap between developing technologies, global healthcare, 
science in societies, and environmental change. International disputes are fre-
quently over technology, poverty, economics, religion, territory, and ideology. I 
became an engineer to change the world by solving people’s healthcare needs 
and gain a strong technical background to address scientific problems which 
face the globe.”         

Olivia Lopes, San Luis Obispo, California USA   

Restorative justice and distributive justice define wrongdoing as a violation of 
relationships. They hinge on a fundamental belief in human interconnected-
ness. This understanding implicates a parallel commitment to connection as a 
basic need and human right and to resolving harm through the same site—
relationship. My most significant catalysts for work in the field of peace and 
conflict resolution have been intimate experiences with restorative justice and 
distributive justice.

For more information about the Peace Fellow program contact Catherine Bonifant, 
Chair, District 5240 Peace Fellowship Subcommittee.
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WE ARE ROTARY.TV: PUTTING A SPOTLIGHT ON  
ROTARY'S SERVICE TO OUR  COMMUNITIES 

Wade Nomura has been doing a TV show on his Rotary activities to bring a better awareness 
of what Rotary is doing for our communities and the world. Wade started this show two 
years ago and is now in his third season, and is the host and producer for the show. 

“I was approached by a friend of mine on my thoughts 
about a Rotary program that would be focused on Ro-
tary’s efforts, to which I replied that it was a great idea. I 
then asked who he had in mind to host the show. His an-
swer was me, because of the many things I was doing for 
Rotary for our community and the world. I thought about 
it for a while before accepting, mainly because of the time 
commitment  to  do a  weekly  show.  That  was  over  two 
years ago, and the show is now the longest running Ro-
tary TV show ever,” says Wade.

Topics of the shows include interviews by some of Rotary’s World leaders, such as the Ro-
tary International Presidents, the Rotary International Vice President, the Rotary Foundation 
Chair, and many shows on projects and events both locally and internationally. 

You will be able to travel along with Wade on trips to 
Honduras, Guatemala, India, Mexico and other coun-
tries through the camera lens of Wade Nomura and 
experience  firsthand  the  challenges  that  are  ad-
dressed, the partnerships and friendships developed 
in these trips, and the many people that benefit from 
these Rotary projects. You can also see what it takes 
to  put  together  a  float  for  the  Rose  Parade,  or  see 
what  it  takes  to  plan  and  produce  a  Rotary  In-
ternational Convention with over 35,000 attendees.

The show is taped in a studio in Santa Barbara, and is produced by TVSB, which is a local 
access TV station. In order for the show to have international viewership, Wade has set up a 
YouTube website that can be viewed from any computer via the internet. The link to the 
show is: www.WeAreRotary.TV and has over 70 shows posted for viewing. 
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Polio this week as of 13 September 2017 
 

Headlines: New on polioeradication.org: Polio vaccines reach vulnerable children in hard to reach areas of 
Syria. Following flooding in Benue, Nigeria, the World Health Organization has deployed its polio in-
frastructure across the state to strengthen disease prevention efforts. Pakistan and Afghanistan plan to imple-
ment National Immunization Days during the second half of September.  Summary of newly-reported viruses 
this week: two new wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) positive environmental samples were confirmed this week, 
one located in Karachi, Pakistan, and the other in Rawalpindi, Pakistan.
Pakistan: No cases have been reported this week. The most recent case, from Karachi, Pakistan, had onset of 
paralysis on 11 August 2017. The total number of WPV1 cases for 2017 remains four.
Two new WPV1-positive environmental samples have been reported in Karachi and Rawalpindi districts, 
bringing the total WPV1 positives in 2017 to 75. Provincial and Divisional Task Forces for polio eradication are 
performing the readiness review for the National Immunization Days planned next week (starting 18th Sep-
tember). Meeting of the Provincial Task Force Sindh Province (held on 14th September), chaired by the Chief 
Minister, reviewed the situation in Karachi and agreed for an action plan to improve the SIAs quality in 
Karachi. 
Afghanistan:  No new wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) cases were reported in the past week. The total num-
ber of WPV1 cases for 2017 remains six. The most recent case in the country had onset of paralysis on 10 July, 
from Zabul province, neighbouring Kandahar province and Pakistan.The special targeted campaign has con-
cluded in the 22 districts of southern Afghanistan. Post campaign monitoring is underway.National immunisa-
tion days at the end of September will aim to vaccinate about 10 million children aged less than five years. 
Preparations continue to ensure the highest possible vaccination quality.

Pa
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2018-2019 DDF ALLOCATIONS FOR DISTRICT GRANTS 
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2018-2019 DDF ALLOCATIONS FOR DISTRICT GRANTS (CONT.)
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FOUNDATION BANNER RECOGNITION STATUS REPORT
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D5240 ROTARY FOUNDATION COMMITTEE DIRECTORY
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The District 5240 Foundation newsletter is published once a month and issued the 20th of the month.  Submission dead-
line for articles is the 15th of the month.   Submit articles to: DRFC5240news@gmail.com


