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Rotary announces $35 million
to support a polio-free world

EVANSTON, lll. (17 January 2017) — Rotary today announced
$35 million in grants to support the global effort to end polio, bring-
ing the humanitarian service organization’s contribution to $140
million since January 2016.

Nearly half of the funds Rotary announced today ($16.15 million)
will support the emergency response campaigns in Nigeria and the
Lake Chad Basin (Chad, northern Cameroon, southern Niger and
Central African Republic). Four cases of polio were detected in
Nigeria in 2016, which had previously not seen a case since July
2014.

With these cases, funding is needed to support rapid response
plans in Nigeria and surrounding countries to stop the outbreak.

While significant strides have been made against the paralyzing
disease, with just 35 cases reported in 2016, polio remains a
threat in hard-to-reach and underserved areas, and conflict zones.
To sustain this progress, and protect all children from polio, ex-
perts say $1.5 billion is needed.

In addition to supporting the response in the Lake Chad Basin re-
gion, funding has been allocated to support polio eradication ef-
forts in Afghanistan ($7.15 million), Pakistan ($4.2 million), Soma-
lia ($4.64 million), and South Sudan ($2.19 million). A final grant in
the amount of $666,845 will support technical assistance in
UNICEF’s West and Central Africa Regional Office.

(Continued on next page)

Polio News release (cont.)

Rotary has contributed more than $1.6 billion, including match-
ing funds from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, and
countless volunteer hours since launching its polio immunization
program, PolioPlus, in 1985. In 1988, Rotary became a spear-
heading partner in the Global Polio Eradication Initiative with the
World Health Organization (WHO), UNICEF, U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, and was later joined by the Bill
& Melinda Gates Foundation. Since the initiative launched, the
incidence of polio has plummeted by more than 99.9 percent,
from about 350,000 cases a year to 35 confirmed in 2016, and
no cases in 2017.

Bobby Albert (cont.)

e Past District Governor of 1986-87 for District 5790

e Catalyst and co-founder of Texas P.E.T.S. (Presidents Elect
Training Seminar)

e  Successfully led District 5790 as one of the few test District

prior to the world-wide rollout of the Polio Plus Fundraising

Campaign

Instructor at the International Assembly for District Governors

training

e Rotary International President’s Representative at the North
Dakota District Conference.

Birthdays/Anniversaries (Before Next Regular Meeting)
Birthdays: Joe Allinder, April 25

Anniversaries: None

DATES TO REMEMBER

Apr. 26: Mark Denny & Doug Crosby | Network / Rotary
Dental Clinic Update

May 3: Richardson Police Chief Jimmy Spivey

May 10: Meeting Cancelled | Evening Social

2016-2017 Rotary Theme
“Rotary Serving Humanity”

Next meeting—April 26th, 2017
Mark Denny & Doug Crosby
Network / Rotary Dental Clinic Update

2016-2017 Officers and Directors

Officers

President........coveveiieiieieee e Bill Zeigler
President-Elect ......c.ocoocoiiiniiiiniiiiceccee D Schieferstein
President NOMINEE ........ccoovevvuirieieiinieiiienieieeneeceeee Karen Ellis
SECIRLATY .veeiiieiiiie et Darryl Fourte
TICASUICT ....eeuiieiiieiit ettt Ted Ellis
Sergeant-at-ATmS .......covveeriierieeniienieeeee e Byron Johnson
Directors

Club Administration...........cceceeveeniereeniene e George McKearin
CIUD SeIVICE ....eoueieiiiiieiieieee et Marcus King
Public Relations .........cccocereerienieiieieeeseeeee e Tom Brooks
Foundation Representative..........cccceceeeieiennennen. David Blanchard
Youth ServiCe....ccueiiiiiiiieiieieeeeee e Cynthia Jaird
Chairs

VOoCational ......c.oouiiiiiieiiet e Vacant
COMMUNILY +eonveenieeiieeiieeiieieee e Kenneth Lawrence
International ............ocoeiieiiiiiiee e Woody Alexander
Fund RaiSINg ....ocoveviiiieieiecceeeee e Scott Zimmerman
Programs/Bulletin ...........coccooviiiiniiniiieceeeeen Bill Walker
Past President.........ccoooevieieinienieieceeeeee Bruce MacPherson

Meets Wednesdays at Noon
Canyon Creek Country Club « Richardson, Texas
P.O. Box 831765 < Richardson, Texas 75083
www.richardsoneastrotary.org

Chartered September 1985

Meeting Assignments

Greeters Today: Chuck Manthey, Bruce MacPherson
Greeters Apr. 19: Wendall Ritz, Gwen Savant
Prayer/Pledge Today: David Frazee
Prayer/Pledge Apr. 19: Drew Hayes




