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   Governor Bill Walker was born in Fair-
banks and raised in Delta Junction and 
Valdez. His parents, Ed and Francis, were 
Alaskan pioneers. Ed was an Alaskan Scout 
with in Aleutians in WWII and Francis 
worked on the Alcan Highway project. The 
Walkers worked together in the family 
construction and hotel businesses. 

  Gov. Walker also worked as a carpenter, 
teamster and laborer on the Trans-Alaska 
Pipeline to pay for his education. He earned 
his bachelor’s in business management from 
Lewis and Clark College and his law degree 
from the University of Puget Sound School 
of Law (now Seattle University). In 1979, 
Walker became the youngest mayor elected 
in Valdez, at age 27. He later served as that city’s attorney. He was also general 
counsel to the Alaska Gasline Port Authority.  

     In 2010, the lifelong Republican unsuccessfully challenged Republican 
incumbent Gov. Sean Parnell in the primary. In 2014, he and Democratic 
gubernatorial candidate Byron Mallott, set aside their party affiliations and 
became the first independent ticket elected to Alaska’s two top offices. A key 
platform in both of Walker’s campaigns was building and creating an Alaska 
stake in a natural gas pipeline. Prior to taking office, Walker, 65, and his wife, 
Donna, owned a law firm that focused on municipal and oil and gas law. 

   Married since 1977, the Walkers have four children, and four grandchildren. 
Walker, an avid downhill skier, enjoys fishing, boating, and snow-machining. 
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    Richard (Chalyee E’esh) Peterson is Tlingit from the Kaagwaantaan clan. 
He grew up in Kasaan and is the former CEO of Prince of Wales Tribal 
Enterprise Consortium. Peterson is also former president of the Organized 
Village of Kasaan, mayor and city council member of the city, and a member of 
the Southeast Island School District Board of Education. He was elected 
president of the Central Council of Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska 
(CCTHITA) in 2014 and 2016.  
    CCTHITA was organized in 1935 to pursue a land suit on behalf of Tlingit 
and Haida peoples (settled in the tribe’s favor by Congress in 1967). CCTHITA, 
one of only two federally-recognized regional tribes in Alaska, is a sovereign 
entity that represents 30,000 members and has a government-to-government 
relationship with the U.S. 
     During his three-year tenure, Peterson and his management team have laid 
the foundation for a cultural immersion park (at the former Thane Ore House), 
for a language immersion day care, and for acquiring a government contracting 
company.  Peterson sits on the boards of the Native American Rights Fund, the 
Alaska Federation of Natives, and the Governor’s Tribal Advisory   
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   Interact youth in Juneau and last year’s club president at JDHS have been honored by the 
Prudential Spirit of Community Awards. The 22-year-old honor is the country’s largest youth 
recognition program based exclusively on volunteer community service. Two middle or high 

school youth per state are recognized each year, as well as a 
number of finalists. JDHS 2015-2016 Interact President 
Tasha Elizarde, left, was one of just two distinguished final- 
ists from Alaska. The senior was nominated for her work in 
2014 with the Interact-sponsored annual homeless awareness 
sleep out (HASO), now in it’s 12th year. She says her applica-
tion represented all Interact students in Juneau who sleep 
outdoors in November to attract donations to assist homeless 
youth (defined as those without a permanent night time 
shelter). The 2014-2015 campaign raised $3,000, donated to 
the Zach Gordon Youth Center and to the school district’s 
services for homeless students. Last November’s HASO has 
raised nearly $2,500, including $938 in loose change 
collected from JD students during homecoming week, a $750 
donation from a local unit of APEA/AFT, and $470 raised 
by JGR’s inbound Riccardo Caravati. 
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Interact and JD leader gain national award for homeless efforts  

Club raises $500 in one meeting; Board agrees to match 
    Last week’s passing of the hat to collect 
funds toward a goal of $1,049 to donate to 
ShelterBox quickly netted half that amount. 
The JGR Board the next day agreed to a 
match in order to reach the goal. But, the 
$1,049 target isn’t the end of the trail. Amy 
Lujan will continue to solicit support for the 
next two weeks and Riccardo is within a 
hundred bucks of his $500 goal.  
    The effort is part of the second annual 
ShelterBox Iditarod Challenge, sponsored 
by District 5010 through the end of March. 

   The first club to send a check to 
ShelterBox for at least $1,049 (equal to the 
number of miles in the historic Anchorage 
to Nome sled dog race) wins the compete-
tion. Last year, JGR met the target and 
came in fifth. District 5010 raised $7,400 for 
ShelterBox  during the 2016 challenge. 
     ShelterBox provides a kit with essential 
emergency items such as tent, water storage 
and purification, solar lamps, thermal 
blankets, and cooking utensils. ShelterBox, an 
independent non-profit, was started in 2000 by 
Rotarians and in 2012 became Rotary 
International’s first official project partner. 


