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    Richard (Chalyee E’esh) Peterson is Tlingit from the Kaagwaantaan clan. He 
grew up in Kasaan and is the former CEO of Prince of Wales Tribal Enterprise 
Consortium. Peterson is also former president of the Organized Village of 
Kasaan, mayor and city council member of the city, and a member of the 
Southeast Island School District Board of Education. He was elected president 
of the Central Council of Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska 
(CCTHITA) in 2014 and 2016.  
    CCTHITA was organized in 1935 to pursue a land suit on behalf of Tlingit 
and Haida peoples (settled in the tribe’s favor by Congress in 1967). CCTHITA, 
one of only two federally-recognized regional tribes in Alaska, is a sovereign 
entity that represents 30,000 members and has a government-to-government 
relationship with the U.S. 
     During his three-year tenure, Peterson and his management team have laid 
the foundation for a cultural immersion park (at the former Thane Ore House), 
for a language immersion day care, and for acquiring a government contracting 
company.  Peterson sits on the boards of the Native American Rights Fund, the 
Alaska Federation of Natives, and the Governor’s Tribal Advisory   
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Early @ JGR 
 

 It seems appropriate that during Rotary’s      
Youth Services Month that JGR can take
     pride in several young men and 
women   who are reaching high. Two 
     recipients of club scholarships  
     graduated last weekend from 
     UAS: Callie Conerton, above, 
     (BA, elementary education) 
     and Marcos Galindo (BS, Social 
     Science). The club awards three
     $1,000 scholarships annually: a 
     general; one honoring Mac Beh- 
     rends (son of Dick and Candy 
Behrends); and one commemorating Corey 
King (son of JGR member Ron King). 
Above left, JGR 2017 outbound, Finn 
Yerkes was inducted into the Honor 
Society at JDHS two weeks ago. Sahil 
Bathija (far left) and Shadrach Stitz (near 
left) last week describe to JGR their Rotary 
Youth Leadership training in March.  

THIS 
MONTH 
Celebrate  
30 years of 

Rotary admitting 
women, who 
now make up 
20% of Rotary 
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John Pugh 
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Foundation 
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Doug Eckland 
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Jill Ramiel 
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January - Vocational Service / February - Peace & Conflict Resolution / March - Water & Sanitation  
April – Maternal & Child Health / May – Youth Services / June - Rotary Fellowships / July – Leadership   

August -  Membership / September - Education & Literacy / October - Economic & Community Development  
November - Foundation / December - Disease Prevention and Treatment 

 

    Thunder Mountain senior Jonallen 
Eshnear has won this year’s Day at the 
Lake poster design contest (right). She is 
a student of art teacher David Sheakley 
Early.  They each will receive $100 
during a club presentation, May 18. 
     Every year, JGR sponsors the 
competition in cooperation with the Juneau School District. Club members select their favorites 
(amongst a hundred-plus entries) and the winning poster is used to promote the Family Fishing Day at 
the Lake, which this year is is June 3. Poster production this year is being coordinated by JGR member 
and former middle school teacher Mary Capobianco. Member Tim Banazsak is the club’s overall 
DATL coordinator.  
     Honorable Mentions include two Auke Bay fifth graders: Taeyang Hassin, who is in Joann Jones’s 
class and Grace McAdoo, a student of Elena Marin. Artistic Merit Awards went to Claire Engstrom a 
student of Dzantik’I Heeni art teacher, Miah Lager, and two other students of David Sheakley Early, 
senior William Wallace and 
freshman Erykah  
Biddinger.  
  

 
     A Mexican meal brought 16 JGR members, spouses, and        
friends together at the home of Julie and Gordy Olson, last 
Friday, Cinco de Mayo. Lawrence Lee Oldaker and Julie  
toast (L). Clockwise from Ricardo: Rosemary Hagevig, Bob 
Weiss, Mary Borthwick, Robert Minch, Dixie Weiss, Olson’s 
friend Lisel, Julia and Eric Carver, Dick and Candy Behrends. 


