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Aminata Conteh-Biger - Founder & CEO of the Aminata Maternal 

Foundation, is an author, inspirational speaker, activist, former  

refugee from Sierra Leone, wife, and mother of two.   

 

She is a Special Representative for Australia United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).  
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Growing up in Freetown in civil war-ravaged Sierra-Leone,  

Aminata enjoyed a charmed childhood. She and her siblings 

were raised in the ‘big yellow house on the hill’ by their beloved 

father, Pa Conteh. 

Today, Aminata continues to work tirelessly to make a difference 

in maternal health to the women in Sierra Leone through the  

Aminata Maternal Foundation. Her goal is to raise awareness of 

the challenges of access to maternal health in Sierra-Leone, find 

working solutions in the community, while highlighting the  

country’s extraordinary beauty. In Aminata’s memoir, Rising 

Heart, she wholeheartedly expresses her vision, which is to  

empower midwives through training, to improve the effects of ill 

maternal health and to build a maternity hospital in Sierra  

Leone. 
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